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UhJoti U I 
Tengnsien, Shantung June 28th,1940. 

pear Or.Speer;- j 

Your letter of peb.iOth was rec*d in I 
due time,but the reply has been delayed because i I 
do not want to wea^y you with correspondence.You j 
probably have your full quota.A semi-annual letter I 
should soon reach you-purposely briefer than usual I 

-perhaps then the recipients will read it alls j 
Miss Baldridge-good faithful giri-is no longer ablel 
to mimiograph my letters,but the Lord has never t 
failed to raise up good friends,and before she 
wrote tnat it was not possible for her to carry on 
any longer,a young iady in Philadelphia had writ- 
ten offering to do any such work that j might need, 
so that tne coming letter will come from that city. 

Have you seen a book called"The Secret of the j 
Univers** by a Dr.Ward of Boston .''Some think a new i 
star of the first magnitude nas appeared,but it 
,ln my Judgment simply befogs the subject.The def¬ 
initions offered of the Fourth Dimension,Time,and 
Space,etc ,strike me as puerile-but then I am not a 
philosppher.Lagsange,followed by Eistein,in deflnifl 
the first,come nearer wnat might be so called.as 
to Time ,what do you think of my own definition, I 
"Time is that part of eternity which can be meas¬ 
ured^ Its measrement may be said to have begun 1 
with tne Earth0s revolution around the Sun,the Moon 
revolution around the Eartn,and tne rotation of tne 
Earth itself,but when these three nave all passed i 
away,time,as we understand it,will be no longer, 
grace is that portion of what Laotsze calls the 
Great Emptiness in ‘diich relative direction,can be 
postulated.I suppose that you will agree with me | 
that there is no absolute direction.If you have 
seen the above book,I would like to have your opinn 

1011 ^as^ to America/ s position regarding thsEuro^e- 
an situation,! am absolutely puzzled as to the xsoj 

lationists.Would that some one would "teach our j 
senators wisdom!11 They 3cand in great need of it. i 
It is nardiy wortnwhile for tne Republicans to I 
spend much time selecting a candidate for presidenlj 
as the chances of his being elected are but small. 
Tne power- of the German octopus is almost lncreoLil 
ble, but I have no doubt but finally the words of j 



of Queen Lo«3e regarding Napoleon when he had j 
trodden Prussia under foot will come true.She re¬ 
fused to lose faith in a God of justice,and it j 

was not many years until wapoieon was on St,Helena 
Nor have the people here,though the prospect look 
darK «nough,lost faith m the final outcome of j 
their troubles# S 

The merrchants in the interior places,like 
this,are having great difficulty in obtaining | 
goods,for they are not allowed to carry more than 
$50 as they travel on tne trains,and of course 
they cannot buy goods wltnout paying for them.we 
are bes^ged with men wanting Shanghai cheques. 
The$ are willing to pay a premium of 15# .ready 
casni to get these cheques,but our ability to ac¬ 
comodate them is limited.! do not understand why 
the invaders so prohibited the carrying of money 
unless it is that tney wish to freeze out the na¬ 
tive merchants,and establish themselves. | 

One of tnese merchants,who acts as my bank^ 
has just told me now tnat two days ago,a couple o 
gendarmes stopped him on the street with the queg 

■Zion,"Where are you goingV" "^oing to see a friend 
They then proceeded to search him tnorou^ily.maklii 
him take off even his shoes and socks.The^ presum 
ably were after Chinese money wmcn.if they had 
found on him,they would have confiscated and then 
punished him;as Chinese money,which the people de 
light to use,is strictly prohibited. 

Weli.it is time to get down to the day's J 
worn,and you doubtless nave something else than j 
reading my lucubrations to do. j 

I am a poor typ^ist.dro^p too many letters, 
but my pen fingers are still rather numb,and j 
this is clearer than my script. j 

With Kindest regards as ever, j 
Yours sincerely, j 

UNOHU. 



Walter Lyman Upson 

Litchfield 

Connecticut 

10-2-41 

Dr* Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, 
Connecticut 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I took it upon myself to call on you yesterday 
afternoon on the chance of finding you in. 

My particular object was to invite you to 
speak on the Citizenship Day program in Torrington, 
Thursday evening, October 16, 1941. This is an in¬ 
teresting occasion, where the newly made citizens 
and new voters are gathered together for inspiration 
and to help them to realize what citizenship in this 
country means, or should mean to them. 

There are about six hundred of these new 
voters in Torrington, many of them of foreign ex¬ 
traction, and they enter into the occasion with zest. 

I realize that you have many engagements and 
may be unable to meet this date, but it would be a 
very happy event for us if you could be with us. 

My own interest in Torrington is due to the 
fact that I work there, although living in Litchfield, 
nearby. 

If you find you can accept our invitation, I 
should be happy to call on you again to give you more 
particulars and to arrange for you to get to Torring¬ 
ton. 

Very truly yours. 
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LWM. H. VAIL, A. M., M. D. 
141 Second Avenue 

Newark, N. J. Jan.5,1942 

Dear Dr* Speer 

Last Friday I was happy to be able 
to take Mrs*John McDowell to Roselle to attend the 
aervices in connection with the passing on of Mr* 
SJrevenson. 

ThBj told me that you were there,and I was soory 
that I did not have pleasure of/shaking your hands, 
for it is quite a long time since we hav^me^you know. 

I hadfcnown Mr.Stebensan for so many years, in con¬ 
nection with the meetings of the £ynod of New Jersey, 
for he always had a repott to make to the Synod. 

How the older people are dropping off. I trust that 
there are &@od younger people rising up to tal*» their 
places in the Church and the worl . 

Of course you have read the splendid work of Dr. 
Weatherfcead of England/entitled This is the-Victory. T 
That could not escape your eyes,for ittis the spiritual 
work for Gods pecJELe at thia time of trjial and s.tress. 

Then there is the other work by Hubert Herring, 
entitled Good Nieghbors,and treats of our neighbors in 
South Amerivan colonies. It 3, a great wor/ft'.I 
have read both of them with great profit. They were 
presented to me this Holiday season,or I should not 
have seen them. 

We are passing through a great crisis which 
we shall never forget' ,and I have no fear but that 
things will come oul/all right,and I trust that Gods 
people will learn the lessonjhat /belongs to these daytf 
of trial and stress,but I must hot try to enlarge upon 
a subject upon which you are much better inforemed than 
your obedient srevant. 

TTra&iQjg that you are keeping well,and enjoying 
the days as they come and go,I am, 

Sincerely yours 



UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

]}a yy J>usevtj ^ 

BROADWAY AT 120th STREET 

NEW YORK 

October 11, 1940 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville 
Connecticut 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

You will recall our correspondence in the summer 
regarding the projected publication which our Group of thirty- 
two has been considering for some months. After very thorough 
consideration and the canvassing of advice from many sources, 
ten of us who met a week ago were of one mind that we should 
go forward with the periodical. 

The enclosed sheet gives a general idea of our 
thought about its purpose, etc. It is hoped that all thirty- 
two signers of our earlier declarations will consent to be 
associated with it as a sponsoring committee. May we include 
your name? 

Don’t allow yourself to be frightened away by ques¬ 
tions of financial support. We fully realize that several of 
the Group already carry heavier financial responsibilities 
than they can well manage, and will be in a position to do 
little, if anything, along these lines for CHRISTIANITY AND 
CRISIS. No one must feel the slightest obligation. In case 
persons do occur to you who would care to know of our plans 
or might possibly^interested to contribute toward launching 
the paper, I enclose several extra copies of the prospectus. 

Faithfully yours. 



oh n. 

cei^yc. ^Cy 
J 

-yc 
*7 





, Wadi*.!!, HXU 

This seems to me so silly I hardly like to send it on to you !I have acknowledged it, 
and with difficulty kept from telling the gentleman wha^- i thought of the foxly of 
such research, a living faith in a living Christ, A glowing love for others,_a deep 
conviction that the one thing that will help others or the world is this faith,.and 
a longing to share it with all others who want it and ill take it- this see ms simple , 
but ^realize, too how seldom I have shared with others my conviction by spofekn word- 
if 1 have shared it at all, my life must ha ve done the speaking. But perhsps I amjri 
too quick to dismiss Mr Waddells type of study. If he ®uld read John Bowen he would 
learn much, tho' J.B. did not have many "conversions" to record. 

Box 179 
Yale Divinity School 
New Haven, Connecticut 
March 6, 1941 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Eor the next few weeks we are making a psychological 
study of the technique of counseling. The particular phase 
of the subject to which we are directing our attention is 
"Counseling leading toward conversion". You would render 
me and the members of my psychology seminar a significant 
service if you would take a few minutes from your busy 
schedule and write down the counseling technique you em¬ 
ploy in leading persons toward the conversion experience. 
Please include such things as your attitude, the attitude 
of the counseled, what you expect to happen, what happens, 
why you counsel, what you say, what he says, what you do, 
what he does. These are suggestions to give you some idea 
of the objective type of data we will be able to use most 
effectively. 

We are interested in knowing the use you make of prayer, 
the Bible and the suggestion to surrender to the will of Cod. 
Is there a difference in your counseling technique when the 
person does and when he does not request your assistance? 

We shall be greatly indebted to you for sharing with us 
your experience. 

Sincerely yours, 

II. Clayton Waddell 
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First Christian Church 
LYNCHBURG. VIRGINIA 

RICHARD W. WALLACE. D. D. . MINISTER 



V\/a (lac^e , VV f llio^ 
CABLE ADDRESS "INCULCATE, NEW YORK” TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-EOOO 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK September I4, I9I4I 
OFFICE OF SECRETARY 

Dr# Robert E# Speer* 
"Rockledge*w 
Lakeville* 
Connecticut# 

Dear Dr# Speer: 

As you will see from the note on the enclosed 

typed copy of an address by Dr# William Wallace, I have been 

asked to forward -this copy to you# 

Dr# Wallace has been in Mexico for some months 

following an extensive trip through the states of the 

Caribbean area# 

LKA:AMW L# X# Anderson 



CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP SOUTH OF THE RIO GRANDE. 

Introductory Note: This address>*was^g.ivenAin the Cathedral Church -San Jose de Gracia 
Mexico City- of the ProbestarrtEpiscopal^Church of Mexico T during the sessions of the 
International Congress of Religious Education ,held in Mexico City,July 16 to July 20, 
1941 William Wallace. • Dr. Wallace is an honorably retired missionary of the 
PresbyteriarT^cHli^,~^S.A. Mexico,having served in the country 1890 to 1934. He was 
followed by Rev., Samuel 0rtegon,of Mexican birth and ancestry,who has spent most of his 
life in the United Statesas a minister of the M.E. Church among the Spanishspeaking pee 
pie of the Southwest.. 

It was a happy idea of the Program Committee to ask an American citizen of jtf 

(X- 

Mexican birth and ancestry to sp^k on behalf of the United States on Chrsitian.friend¬ 

ship north of the Rio Grande and another speaker on the same evening ,born in Bogota,SA. 

who had spent the major and better part of his life in Mexico,to represent Christian 

friendship on the South of the Rio Grande. WE are,in a certain sense,asked to dedicate 

the International Bridge of Christian friendship which has been in process of building 

during the past 70 odd years Whatever doubts a man approaching 80 years of age felt 

in accepting were dissipated when he remembered the oft repeated statement of his Mex¬ 

ican friendsf,Vd. es mas mexicano que nosotros”(you are more mexican than we ourselves). 
^ those 

My felings of affection are indeed much deeper than that of the man who sim- 
A 

ply likes Mexico . I love her dearly;I love her in every phase of her life,whether phys¬ 

ical or spiritual;her fantastic mountains;her fascinating valleys;her jungles and bleak 

tablelands;her mountain trails;her Indians,meztizos,criollos and her foreign colonies; 

the multicolored mosaic of her history,aztec, coloial and as an independent republic;h 

her long continued struggles to achieve a unity of national life by the incorporation' 
civic 

of her humblest citizen as a social factor in her xatiaxal life. 

The lteratures of ancient peoples and the writings of their philosophers 

1 -w 

gave to Friendship a high place, ethics . Plato discourses eloquently on friendship in 

his Republic. Aristotle in his Ethics,intiraatesxthat wealth is indispensable to main¬ 

tain it thro the exercise of lavish hospitality. Cicero devotes a whole treatise to it 

in his txExtisB Amicitia.,But in the ancient world friendship was limited to individuals 

International friendships were unknown'and inconceivable..Any nation of different cul± 

ture was looked on as as barbarian and inferior. 

T^e creation of the highest type of friendship awaited the coming of the 

Son of God as the Son of man. It was Jesus who produced a type of friendship ,of which 

the worid,for long centuries took little note,but which is more enduring and intimate 
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than any merely human virtue.. No E±hsr substitute can be as effective in binding tog 

gether in unbreakable bonds peoples differing radically in race,in language,in culture 

and in historical traditions. 

Christ showed the way clearly and surely by which,first of all,a real u- 

understandingcan be secured between God and man,and as a corollary between man and his 

fellowraan. Thus Christians of all nationalities,thro the God-man,become heirs of a coa 

mon redemption,march forward in a common faith,fight as fellowsoldiers in_a common cans 
and cherish a common hope of being promoted to the ranks of the Church triunfant.. In 

this^Airit we of Mexico salute the great body of delegates ofcthe International Congress 

who have crossed the Rio Gfiande to do teamwork with us •. % 

A few concrete illustrations of the way in^these golden strands havem 

been woven into unbreakable cables supporting the international bridge of friendship 

will mean.:more on this occasion than many fine phrases of rhetorical sentiment. 

Some 70 years ago articles securing liberty of public worship,and writ¬ 

ten into the Constitution of 1857,first became effective. A group of pioneer evangelic¬ 

al missionaries seized the opportunity to enter the door thus opened. They began their 

work in many centres in almost ebery Stae of the Republic. For three generations Mex¬ 

icans have watched a continuous procession of Christian workers-ministers,physicians 

axd teachers and social workers-coming and going across the Rio Grande,asd busily wea v- 

ing a pattern of Christian friendship. In that procession I would include hundreds of 

priests and bishops of the Roman Catholic Church ,who at different periods have spent 

years of exile in the limited States. T$ey have gladly testified to the sympathy and s® 

courtesies extended to them by members of other Christian'.faiths in fankeelandia.. 

During these same years missionaries watched with pride the growthfi 

of scattered groups of believers into strong selfsupporting and selfrespecting younger 

churches under the able leadership of their national pastors and evangelists.. 0n the 

other*hand during the pioneer period especially,field missionary superintendents ,like 

my father with whom I was associated,were the constant recipients of a heartwarming 

hospitality in thousands of Mexican homes,from that of the humblest Indian in his janal 

hut ,up thro every sratum of Mexican social life* 

Other strands of Christian friendships between-:teachers and pupils 

were woven throughout the years,bEteesn in hundreds of evangelical schools,f 
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uP thro Secondary and Normal grades,including Theological and Bible Schools. During % 

the past 20 years a majority of these schools have been taken over by the Government i 

in accordance with provisions of the Constitution of 1917. But they served well their 

day and generation in the Golden Age during which they basked in the sunshine of offi¬ 

cial approval,and their graduating exercises were favored with the presence of State 

governors and town Presidentes. In .all of Latin-America the relationship between teach¬ 

er and pupil is far more intimate than in the United States,where the pupils devotiom 

is absorbed by his Alma Mater as an institution. From my own experience,nothing sweeter 

can life give than to hear "maestro” murmered into the ear ,accompanied byva warm abra- 

zo from a pupil who has perhaps achieved high distinction in the life of the nation. 
created 

Strong friendships have also been farmed in the various activities of 

Christian Social Service carried or^in various centres thro the cooperation of nationals 

and americans in teamwork partnership. Timelimits permit only a brief reference to the 

splendid work of the Y.M.C.A.,opened near the close of the last Century,as also that of 

the Y.W.C.A,,begun more recently.Walter Taylor’s gradual development of a cohesive and 

devoted group of Christian Leaders under the Presidency of Ing. Jose A.Cuevas,and back¬ 

ed by a cosmopolitan group of financial supporters has won the respect and affection oof 

the Capital. 
A Free Dormitory for homeless newsboys and bootblacks was bom and suppor^_ 

ed for several years during the most confused perood of the Mexican Revolution-in the 

spirit of Christian friendship. It was born on Christmas Eve,1912. A prestyterian miss¬ 

ionary that night noticed a dozen streetwaifs sleeping in a drizzling rain around an el 

ectric light ,with newspapers as their only covering. He made this prayer"Father of the 

little Lord Jesus,who this night,2000 years ago at least counted on a stable as shelter 

and the loving presence of his Virgin Mother,help me thy child,to secure shelter and ® 

care for the thousands of boys who have been thrown out on the streets of Mexico by th 

their unnatural parents." Within ten days a Board of Directors,composed half a dozen n 

nationalities and as many different faiths set to work ..Funds were secured,a threesto- 

ry house near the cathedral Plaza,property of the Archopishop,was secured ,a presbyter- 

ian elder and his wife served as managers,and 200 ton boys wre given a daily bath,mer 

merienda.nightclasses and a bed. S . Zetina,creator of the Excelsior shoefactories was 
An 

the informing spirit. 2ke indirect product was the formation of fast friendships among 
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the informing spirit.of the whole enterprise. An indirect product was the formation of 

fast Christian friendships among a prominent group of the Capital*s citizens. 

A few years ago a group of Christian young men and women from the U.S. ini 

tiated the establishment of Linguistic Centres all over Mexico for the study of Indian 

languaguages and dialects Today there are 40 of them residing in among 18 tribes. 

They have settled in small Indian communities,identifying themselves with the govern¬ 

ment program of social betterment. President Cardenas ,knowing that the work has no 

ecclesiastical connections has given it his personal support. He is not ignorant that 

the project is in the hands of Christian men. 

I have reserved to the last,as I consider it ,in many ways,to be the most 

important,the skilful weaving of strands of Christian friendship by a succesion of 

Christian men who have worthily represented the U.S. in Mexico,as Ministers and Am¬ 

bassadors. High in this roster stand the names of Hon. John W.Foster;Hon.Dwight Whit¬ 

ney Morrow; Hon.Ruben Clark and Hon. Josephus Daniels. Amb. Daniels represents 9 yes. 

of continuuous service ,being actually Dean of the diplomatic corps..Together they 

represent a cross section of the U.S.including New England,New York,the Middle West, 

the Far West and the great South. 

John W. Foster of Indiana was accredited to Mexico as Minister from 

March 1873 to March 1880. He arrived in Mexico shortly after the death of President 

Benito Juarez,continuing through the firfct term of Porfirio Diaz..Before that,and for 

a number of years afterwards our diplomatic representatives in Latin America were 

chosen chiefly in view of important financial or political contributions to the suc¬ 

cessful party in the preceding presidential elections rather than because ofl any spe - 

cial fitness for the duties they were to discharge. But John Foster,who was later 

Minister to China and Secretary of State displayed those qualities of Christian state¬ 

smanship which shone later in a distinguished Trio succeeding each other in the Em¬ 

bassy, viz. Morrow,Clark and Daniels. 

It was D.W. Morrow who initiated a new technique in State relations be¬ 

tween the two Republics. This technique was inspired not so much by international le¬ 

gal precedent as by the ethics of the Sermon on the Mount. It proved so successful 

in practise on all essential questions in dispute that it has become a fine tradi- 
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tion in our Embassy. 
As a young man ,1 with others,used to watch with keen eagerness the repotts 

that came in from the various Staes of the Union w in the presidential elections. This 
the 

was specially the case regarding Maine,remembering the phrase"as Maine goes so goes he 

Union”. With greater truth one might saynas Mexico reacts to the attitude taken by the 

Unitee States so reacts all of Latin America”. Before the coming of Morrow uncle Sam'S 

representatives ,in common with a very ancient tradition governing international proB- 

ceedure considered it their chief business to represent the rights of American citix - 
living 

zens abroad,both in person and property,under international law. In consequence most 

of their time was spent in pressing claims and asserting rights. 

But Dftight Morrow,with his experience as a lawyer saw that such legal dis¬ 

putes, far from reaching satisfactory conclusions,became a constant cause of increasing^ 

irritation between the two countries. So he decided to give a new interpretaion in di¬ 

plomacy to the gospel phrase”and the word became flesh”. As one of his biographers re- 

marked:” His technique...was patiently evolved from his early etics(I would add in a 

Christian home with an accurate knowledge of the Bible)..and patiently confirmed by the 

i* 

discipline of study,the lessons of experience and the processes of trial and error. Dm- 

ring his long association with the banking firm of Morgan & CO. he showed an uncanny 

faculty for understanding and appreciating the viewpoints and prejudices of opposing 

interestsand for bringing them to a satisfactory agreement on the basis of principles 

that assured the interests of both parties concerned. On accepting President Coolidge's 

request that he come to Mexico,he at once began to prepare himself for an intelligent 

understanding of the internal and external troubles of this country. He not only post ed 

himslef on the oil and church questions but he studied the whole background of Mexico's 

historic«il heritage. 
Imbued with the mind of the Master he decided to follow in his foot¬ 

steps. Abandoning the heavenly(?) heights of New York's financial centre where his fu¬ 

ture seemed to lie,he saw in the task Pres. Coolidge had asked him to undertake an op¬ 

portunity to unravel a difficult situation and be of service both to Mexico and his own 

country.He emptied himself of pride of place and dign ity,severing all connections: 
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with the House of Morgan ..When he and Mrs. Morrow arrived in Mexico City October 19gr 

the situation ,both national and international could not have been worse. The Mexican 

Government had reached an empasse with the Roman Catholic hierarchy and foreign invest- 

3 
ors;both British and American were clamoring for a settlement of the oil conflict. In 

the oil question he acted officially. In the religious question he acted unofficiallyf 

serving merely as counsellor and friend. In both questions ,by friendly approaches to 

the parties interested,with great tenacity and patience he succeeded in reducing the 

problems to fundamental issues on which a mutually agreeable solution could be reache d. 

Though neither of these temporary solutions proved to be permanent ,they showed ar. new 

way in diplomatic proceedure;a way inspired in genuine Christian friendship,which seeks 

benefits for all concerned. 

When he left Mexic<^ie had finished his last and greatest task..The stress 

and strain of this and previous tasks,involving sleepless nights and worried days,had 

worn him out. He passed away in 1931 at 58 years of age from a cerebral hemorrhage. B4 

But the spirit of Christian friendship in International affairs of which Morrow was the 

symbol still lives on in the three Americas, 

Mexico City has become increasingly popular as the seat for internat- 

tional conventions during the present century.-W£ have had them of every variety.•.me¬ 

dical; labor;educational;arqueological;rotarian;chambers of commerce; They have all come 

and gone leaving their deposit of goodwill. But this Congress is the first internation¬ 

al gathering with a distinctive Christian character. Mexico tonight holds out her han ds 

and clasps in a warm embrace our hundreds of delegates from other lands and in a very 

special fashion our gringo brothers from North of the Rio Grande. 
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THE OPEN 
Student Center 

JAPAN MISSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A. 

No. 9, Mita 

Tsunamachi, 

Shiba Ku, 

Tokyo, 

Japan 

c 
Director, 

THE OPEN DOOR 

Associate Secretary, 

YUWA KAI (F.O.R. in Japan) 

March. 18,1941 

Dear Dr. Speer - ^ often think back to the scene in some 

restaurant, when you and Dr. White offered Gladys and me the opportunity 
of coming to Tokyo. I have always believed that you were definitely led 
at that time and that we, too, were In accepting. I never thought that 
the missionary movement in Japan would face what it faces to-day, of all 
of which you may doubtless have heard, but I wish to say plainly that, 
as far as some few of us are concerned, we believe that God has still 
great things for us to do here in this land, where the Gospel of Christ 
is so desperately and tragically needed. We thank Him that we are here. 

y This letter is being written to appraise you of the 
fact that a delegation of Japanese Christians is leaving-Japan this month 
to consult with American Christians and that Dr. Tada,_the leader of^the 
delegation, considers that his most important mission the States is to 
confer with you. However, to begin at the beginning, I will state 
that at the Annual Meeting of the National Christian Council held iast 
fall, a resolution was passed to create a commission on Japan-USA Relations I 
Some twenty leading Japanese and three foreign missionaries^. Bowles I 
Quaker, Dr. Iglehart, Methodist, and l)were appointed on the commission.The 
Japanese appointed were the outstanding leaders in the Japanese Church. 
Almost weekly the commission has been meeting and has done some good work. 
About a month ago, initiated by Osaka Christian business-men, money began 
(o pou? thf-treasury of the national Christian Council, uith suggcstiond 
from various parts of the Empire that a commission of Japanese Christians I 
be sent to the USA. After much consideration, a delegation has been selected 
and according to present plans, will sail on three ships,March 20th, 
March 27th and April 5th. The present personnel is :- 
Dr. Tada(Presbyterian),leader of the delegation, who stated that he 
will not touch upon political issues, but wishes to see you, to attend 
General Assembly and pray with American Christians. . 
Mr. T.Matsuyama(Congregationalist), M.P., politically minded, who sp ak 
but little English and who unfortunately seems to have much upon his heart 
the fact that, in his opinion, the "Nine-Power Treaty" is unjust to Japan, 
just as the Versailles Treaty was unjust to Germany. We who have talked to 
him can not make him see the justice of the former, though we agree as 

to the injustice of the latter. „ ~ TewQv>*My 
Miss Miehi Kawai( Presbyterian) and leading Christian woman of Japan.Mr. 
Soichi Saito(Baptist), and head of the TOCA:Dr.T.lpigawa(Pr^KhnWbelivieth- 
hia secretary, Mr. OgawarRev. M,K0zaki(Congregationalist), Bishop Abe(Meth 

odist) and Dr. Wm.Axling(Baptist missionary). . o . ,fnT1 nt 
I write a somewhat detailed description or 

Dr Tada's purpose and Mr. Matsuyama's purpose, for they stand at the 
opposite polkas far as the definition of objectives is concerned. The 
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latter, I fear, will insist upon presenting his arguments for the "Hew Order 
in East Asia”, etc* ad nauseam* Dr* Tada, on the other hand, will not do so. 

Possibly I need not say that I have been opposed to the sending 
of the delegation from the very beginning. For one thing, the objectives 
have never been clearly defined* For another thing, the purpose of the plan 
in the minds of several of the delegates is to get Americans ”to see the 
light” as to the sins of the USA vis a vis Japan - a motivation which is 
sure to result in argument and open wider the breach between the Christians of 
the two countries* I myself have long realized the unchristian attitudes 
that the USA has taken to Japan, as a nation, but in this ease the nbone of 
contention” will be what is happening in China* While Americans are in 
general* pretty ignorant of the facts in that distressed country, Japanese 
are in even more ignorance. Last summer I travelled through the occupied 
areas, at the request of the China Council and with the consent of the 
Board and Japan Mission , and I realized then as never before how little 
the average Japanese, fed through a heavily censored press, knows of the 
facts in re China. For these reasons I have opposed the plan and,in every 
committee meeting, asked for a clarification of the purpose and pled that 
under no circumstances political and economic and international issues be 
discussed. Dr. Iglehart too has opposed it. In fact, the only missionary 
with whom I have talked who is thoroughly in favor of the plan Is the Dr* 
Axling who is going with them* As far as I can see, from the human standpoint, 
only harm can grow out of the plan* I fear very, very much that the delegation 
will return from the States, more convinced than they are at present that the 
USA is ”anti-Japanese” and hostile, even the Christians* 

But where man has ruled, possibly God will over-rule. It would 
be impossible to pick out finer Christians that Dr* Tada, Mr.Kozaki,Miss 
Kawaitwho says that she goes”with penitence in her heart”) and Dr* Kagawa, 
and I pray that, in His own way, God can control and rule the delegation 
and preside over it in such a way that His Kingdom will be brought nearer 
to Japan. I have written you, thinking that possibly something I write will 
become of use to you, when you see Dr. Tada. Of course we have received 
hospitable cables from Messrs.Cavert,Ross, Warnshuis and VanKirk, and I presume 
that it is throught them that you will be informed of the precise plans. 

With the warmest regards and the expression of the hope that you 
will often remember this befuddled nation of Japan in your prayers, 

I am. 
Yours in His Service, 

(Theodore D.Walser) 

PS - I enclose a copy of a letter received this am from Rev.Mr. Kozaki, 
one of the delegates and Chairman of the sub-Committee on Arrangements. 
The objectives stated here are even broader than the ones I mentioned. 
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THE OPEN DOOR 

Student Center 
JA.PA.N MISSION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A. 

NO 9. MIT A 

TS UN AM A CHI. 

SHI BA lilJ, 

TOKYO. JAPAN 

July 17, 1941 

Dear Dr. Speer 

We are gathered for our 82nd Annual Mission 
Meeting and the thought is thrust upon us - Will it he our last? The 
pressure upon missionaries has already taken off all hut some 150 
Americans or less and it is hard to foretell how long we can hear up 
under the strains to which we are subjected* But, ahly seconded hy our 
Board, we Presbyterians have established ourselves as "a continuing 
mission” and we are hoping for guidance from G-od as to-ways and means by 
which our 
are 19 of 

service to Christrs cause here in Japan can continue. There 
us left only* 

I wish to thank you fora your note of last 
April, an acknowledgement of which is long overdue. Yon have heard ere 
this that Dr. Tada passed away jusj? before the Japanese Fellowship 
deputation left for the MSA. .Since they have returned, we have learned 
that the vexing international issues were not discussed - at least 
in the public gatherings . While therefore our Japanese friends missed 
the opportunity to hear ”the other side”, I do feel that the Christian 
fellowship and friendship developed was a real gain. 

I trust that the Christian Church at home will 
take a strong attitude toward the war-makers and do whatever it can to 
foil the plans of these who wish to increase pressures against ahd a 
show of non-Christian, destructive violence to evil-doers. Surely we are 
learning anew that evil must be ”overcome by good” only and that the 
way of war is a denial of the Cross of Christ. Also it is more crystally 
clear than ever before that only Christ can save Japan and the world. 

We' are counting heavily upon the prayers of 
the Church of Christ at home and upon your insistence that the USA 
be thoroughly Christian in its international relationships. What a 
complete tragedy it would be if the USA should join in the general 
conflagration that is now raging. 

Ever, 

aWt, 



Marvin M. Walters. D. d. 

eFPfrSFfF??31* 

CARLISLE, OHIO 

New Jersey Manse 

June 13,1943 

My dear Doctor Speer: 

Your sermon at Franklin was so fine Sunday 

evening.We did so much enjoy that address, and like all yours,you hit 

the exact spot where it seems God demands our preaching just now. 

One man said to me years ago,I do not remember just whom,Dr.James G.K. 

Me Clure,let us say,”That man Speer seems to be so under the control 

of the Holy Spirit that every sermon he preaches goes directly to the 

spot,so much so that even if Speer can see at times signs of failure 

in what he says,the people don’t detect it anyway."If half that is 

true,it is a big order you have been filling for our Common Lord 

this half century ]past.He went on to say,"I have heard that man twice 

or even three times in a single day,only to have each address more 

rich and splendid than the one preceding.” 

We will celebrate out 130 anniversary this coming September 

12th to 19th.How we would like to have you for one or two talks at that 

time.I suppose it is beyond us.But write me anyway at your early leisure 

and tell me where you are likely to be at that time. 

Yours gratefully and prayerfully, 
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California. In 1933 he was laid to rest in the mausoleum at 

Forest lawn Memorial Park in Glendale. 

While those skillful hands are at rest the soul of Sir 

William lives on in the hearts of the Indian people. "The 

name of William James Wanless will go down in the annals of 

history as one of the greatest missionaries of his generation/' 

Sk- 
said ..obert E. Speer, and of the large group ox 

institutions he BQrtdr; "This great medical center stands as a 

permanent memorial to a preeminently useful service for Christ 

and the people of India. This is his monument." 
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604 North Johnson Street 
Clarksville, Arkansas 
November 13, 1940 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Again I come to you as I have done in each important change in my plans since 
first going to Japan. There is no one here well-enough acquainted with possibilities 
for me to seek much in the way of advice or information. Our pastor is in his first 
charge and President Hurie of the college is almost too tied up with college finances 
to find out much about possibilities for an ex-teacher, though he would do all he 
could. 

I feel that my work here is about finished to the point that each duty could be 
performed better by some younger and more modern person. In the three yegrs since ray 
retirement from teaching in the college change has been rapid: there are only three 
students on the campus who have been in classes with me, there are only nine on the 
faculty with whom I have taught, and the office force is entirely new. Thus my prin¬ 
cipal duties in the college are an occasional march down the aisle as an emeritus with 
only that connection with the active faculty, and a few parties on the campus. The j 
church work goes on as before but I feel strongly that My Sunday School class of young 
matrons should have a more up-to-date teacher, that the Young Women’s Missionary So¬ 
ciety should now be able, for their ov/n good, to carry on for themselves, and that it 
is a mistake for the Ladies * Aid to depend too long upon one person as president and 
adviser. 

For two years I have lived alone in this seven-room house v/ith overhead too 
expensive to allow anything but absolute necessities, because the college has become 
able to furnish opportunities for the social life of the students as it v/as not when 
the house was built, and they work hard enough to fill their dormitories that even 
one taken out to live inja home is not convenient. My house is too far from town for 
a town v/oman to live with me, and, indeed, few town persons would like to be so very 
much on the campus as late purchases have made my house. A group of church elders 
this week tried to convince me that I ought to rent a room down town and go on with 
church work here and let them ’’who love you and know you take care of you when you 
grow old”. The love and kindness shown are very gratifying but I fear it v/ould not 
be v/ise to try to stay here. It is not good to live alone and with persons so inter¬ 
ested in .vn other things. This white head has to keep steady to try to find what is 

v/ise. 

I wrote Miss Margaret Hodge, who knov/s the situation fairly well from having 
spent a week with me some time ago and from some correspondence since, and she seemed 
to think ray proposal to seek residence in some home or other retreat while still able 
to do so calmly and serenely and physically fit to be admitted is the wise and logici.1 
thing to do. A letter to Dr. Reid S. Dickson elicited the reply that they ’’would be 
happy to have me as a guest in Thornton Home in Newburgh, Indiana”. 

A few days ago my doctor told me that my eyesVould now safely pass the tebt 
for entrance into the army and there is no danger now of anything going wrong v/ith 



them under ordinary usage0, "A REAL MIRACLE", and that general health is rather above 

the average for my age. 

You have so often and so effectively helped me in times of decision that I 

now feel that I dare ask again. I know nothing of our Presbyterian Homes beyond 

Miss Hodge's letter and the copy of the "Rules for Admission" sent by Dr. Dickson. 

I have the minimum pension of 'j)50 per month, about 3$ per month from an annuity 
with our Foreign Board,and whatever the house here will bring--about 34000 if the 

college buys it as they now think they can. This would be sufficient for comfort 

and an occasional visit or trip. 

Thus the question is Thornton Home or -what? Are there other places more 

wise of choice? The idea of being with other retired congenial Christian workers 

appeals strongly. I wish not to be selfish in choice. Faith is strong and I seek 

only the wise choice where I would be least burdensome to others when ability slows 

I trust that I am not presumptuous in writing thus fully to you and asking 

for any advice and information and suggestion that you may be led to give. 

Y?ith kindest regards and best wishes to Mrs. Speer, 

Yours very sincerely, 



(Xr TNQcvx. Hnr\a_ o 

Hillrest 

POTTSTOWN 

PENNSYLVANSA /Ay /^3 
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AMERICAN COUNCIL 
(«-EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE) 

"Charles F. Weller, President 
Louis A. Bowman, Treasurer 

(LaSalle National Bank, Chicago) 
(First National Bank, Boston) 
(Carroll County Trust Co., 

Conway, N. H.) 
L. L. Putnam, C. P. A. Auditor 
Hon. Gifford Pinchot, Milford, Pa. 
Clarence K. Streit, Washington, D. C. 
Margaret Sanger, Nciv York City 
Dr. Ida M. Tarbell, New York City 
Prof. Glenn Clark, St. Paul, Minn. 
Dr. Rufus M. Jones, Haverford, Pa. 
Mrs. Henry Ford, Dearborn, Mich. 
Prof. Irving Fisher, New Haven, Conn. 
Dr. Mary E. Woolley, Westport, N. Y. 
Deverc Allen, Wilton, Conn. 
Dr. Channing Pollock, Shorebam, L. 1. 

"Dr. Jerome Davis, West Haven, Conn. 
Dr. Charles Edward Russell, 

Washington, D. C. 
Mary Pickford, Beverly Hills, Calif. 
Dr. Harry Elmer Barnes, 

Cooperstoun, N. Y. 

"Lola Maverick Lloyd, Winnetka, 111. 
Frederick J. Libby, Washington, D. C, 
Bishop Ralph S. Cushman, 

St. Paul, Minn. 
'Dr. J. A. MacCallum, Philadelphia, Pa. 
" William T. Frary, Boston, Mass. 
President H. M. Gage, Cedar Rapids, la. 

‘Miss Amy Woods, Brookline, Mass. 
Dean N. R. High Moor, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

‘Edward M. Winston, Chicago, III. 
E. Haldeman-Julius, Girard, Kalis. 

Kate Cranc-Gartz, Altadena, Calif. 
Rev. Alexander Paul, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Dr. John Haynes Holmes, N. Y. C. 

‘Prof. LeRoy E. Bowman, N. Y. C. 
Richard Lloyd Jones, Tulsa, Okla. 
Dr. Preston Bradley, Chicago, III. 
Bishop Chas. L. Mead, Denver, Colo. 
Elisabeth Gilman, Baltimore, Md. 

‘Sidney K. Macfarlane, Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Arthur Evans Wood, 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Rabbi Wm. H. Fineshriber, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
William B. Lloyd, Jr., Chicago, III. 
Cecil Williams, Hamilton, Out., Canada 
Irene Grimwood Fender, Chicago, III. 
Mary Church Terrell, Washington, D. C. 
Rev. George E. O’Dell, New York City 
Rev. Richard A. Dawson, Tucson, Ark. 

*E. P. Carbo, Baltimore, Md. 
Judge Georgia P. Bullock, Los Angeles 

‘Francis H. McLean, New York City 
Dr. M. R. Boynton, Newton 

Centre, Mass. 
"Ida Oatley Howell, New York City 
Dr. Carl E. Grammar, Philadelphia 

‘Rev. Fred W. Helper, Hiram, Ohio 

‘Eugenia Winston Weller, Chicago, III. 
Dr. Edwin R. Embrec, Chicago 
Mrs. Peter Dolese, Detroit, Mich. 
Dean Seth W. Slaughter, Des Moines, la. 
Katherine Dcvereux Blake, N. Y. C. 
Dr. Raphael Herman, Reno, Nevada 
Miss Flora White, Buckland, Mass. 
Prof. Syud Hossain, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Dr. Charles E. Snyder, Davenport, la. 
Dr. Sheldon Shepard, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Rabbi Ferdinand M. Isserman, 

St. Louis, Mo. 
Dr. Jean S. Milner, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Dr. John G. Coffin, Columbus, Ohio 
Rev. Lawrence R. Howard, 

Thompson, Conn. 

Dr. Henry S. Curtis, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Rev. Arthur L. Weatherly, Lincoln, Neb. 
Prof. John Ise, Lawrence, Kan. 
Dr. Burris Jenkins, Kansas City, Mo. 
Rabbi Abraham Nowak, 

New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Dr. Harold Cooke Phillips, Cleveland, O. 
Dr. John Curry Walker, 

Waterbury, Conti. 
Alice A. Winston, Marblehead, Man. 
Mirza Ahmed Sohrab, New York City 
Abe J. David, Elizabeth, N. J. 
Ruth E. Chew, Helena, Montana 
Dr. Frederick W. Roman, Los Angeles 
Benjamin C. Marsh, Washington, D. C. 
Prof. Raymond F. Piper, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Rabbi Philip D. Bookstaber, Harrisburg 
Eugene T. Lies, Shreveport, La. 
Prof. Milton Wittier, Grinnell, Iowa 
Dr. Eduard C. Lindeman, 

High Bridge, N. J. 
Laurence C. Jones, Pincy Woods, Miss. 
Olive Cole Smith, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa 
Dr. George H. Combs, Kansas City, Mo. 
Prof. Edward Engson, St. Paul, Minn. 
Dr. Torrance Phelps, Sacramento, Cal. 
Prof. Frank J. Bruno, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mrs. Reuben Post Halleck, 

Louisville, Ky. 
Dr. Theodore A. Greene, 

New Britain, Conn. 

Mrs. Lewis S. Chandler, New York City 
Rev. Donald M. Salmon, Eureka, III. 
Judge Ira W. Jayne, Detroit, Mich. 
Lillian Burkhart Goldsmith, 

Los Angeles, Cal. 
Rabbi Samuel Thurman, St. Louis, Mo. 
Alice B. Nicols, Clearwater, Minn. 
Dr. Frederick R. Griffin, Philadelphia 

(Continued OVER) 
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In time of WAR - - prepare for PEACE 

WORLD FELLOWSHIP, Inc. 
(Started in 1918 - the Armistice Year) 

Organizing — in its newly purchased 388 acres, 6 buildings — a WORLD GOVERNMENT CONVENTION 
inviting people from ALL COUNTRIES to discuss 

Ideals tor WORLD GOVERNMENT, of, for and by the PEOPLE 

Post Office Address: PEQUAWKET, N. H. 6/>-/'Zf 
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(Contributions are deductible 
from Income Tax returns) 



AMERICAN COUNCIL 
(Conlinued) 

Estelle M. Sternbcrger, New York City 
Marie A. Guengerich, Joplin, Mo. 
J. G. Berman, Beverly Hills, Calif. 
Rosika Schwimmer, New York City 
Lilith Ames English, Pasadena, Calif. 
Rabbi David A. Goldstein, Omaha, Neb. 
Katherine E. Lucke, Baltimore, Md. 
Dr. Charles S. MacFarland, 

Mountain Lakes, N. J. 

Caroline B. Hastings, Los Angeles 
Dr. Samuel Guy Inman, Bronxville, N. Y, 
Mrs. Alexander Kohut, New York City 
Prof. Ralph E. Blount, Oak Park, III. 
Mrs. E. S. Gilfillan, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Mrs. Henry Reist Nissley, Denver, Col. 
Theodore H. Hammett, Tulsa, Okla. 
Mary Roberts Coolidge, Berkeley, Calif. 
Dr. Frank S. C. Wicks, Cleveland, Ohio 
Ida M. Gurley, Detroit, Mich. 
Rabbi David H. Wice, Omaha, Neb. 
Dr. Francis S. Onderdonk, 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Helen Patterson, Philadelphia 
Mrs. Edw. S. Allen, Ames, Iowa 
Prof. Charles H. Patterson, Lincoln, Neb. 
Eloise Mellor, Los Angeles 
Elizabeth Kuskulis, Denver, Col. 
Rev. Richard M. Treleate, 

Kansas City, Mo. 
Dr. John Seaman Garns, 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Harriet Coolidge, Santa Barbara, Calif. 
Dr. Ralph W. Sbckman, New York City 
Loraine Bliss, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Dr. Jessie Wallace Hughan, N. Y. C. 
President George Norlin, Boulder, Col. 
Dr. Lucius F. Reed, Boulder, Col. 
Mrs. Mabel W. Schlafer, Seattle, Wash. 
Mrs. Olga R. Steers, Lansing, Mich. 
Dr. Elmer Guy Cutshall, Lincoln, Neb. 
Rabbi Samuei Teitelbaum, 

Port Smith, Ark. 

Pres. Aurelia H. Reinhardt, 
Mills College, Cal. 

Mrs. Alice F. Kiernan, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Prof. E. Merrill Root, Earlham, Ind. 
Mrs. Jennie Adamson, Beulah, Mich. 
Leland Fogg, Pasadena, Calif. 
Mrs. Rosa Pally-Singer, New York City 
Ila Dixon Buntz. Los Angeles, Calif. 

Rev. Harold P. Marlcy, 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 
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NEW CANAAN COUNTRY SCHOOL 

NEW CANAAN - CONNECTICUT 

OFFICE OF THE HEADMASTER December 22, 1942 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 

Rockledge 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I appreciated so deeply your lovely 

letter of sympathy of December 7th, and I am 

only sorry to be so slow in acknowlodging it. 

We missed you greatly at the services 

in Englewood, but I think we all felt your love 

just the same. It was wonderful to have Mrs. Speer 

and Patty come, and we all appreciated no end the 

great effort they made to be there that day. 

W© like to think of Mother being buried 

in the Speer plot in the lovely cemetery there in 

Englewood. It meant so much to all*^us not to have 

to go up to Wilkes-Barre at that time. 

Jo and the children join with me in 

sending you and Mrs• Speer and Patty and her children 

our love and best wishes for a very happy Christmas. 

Affectionately, 

Henry H. Welles 
HHW: f fb 
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THE HEAD MASTER’S STUDY 

June 3rd, 1943 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Mamie joins me in sincere appreciation of the 

fine message which you gave our boys and parents 

last Sunday. 

¥ou will be interested to know that one of the 

boy1s parents who attended our Commencement ex¬ 

ercises told Mamie that he had had a very hard 

decision to make the following day, and in think¬ 

ing over what he should do?he said your sermon 

on "What Is Right1' recurred to him again and 

again, and finally helped him reach what he felt 

was the proper solution of his problem. 

With our kindest regards, believe me 

Very sincerely yours, 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 

Lakeville, Conn. 

W:M 



CHICAGO OFFICE—77 W. Washington Street 

H/Aee/er W. 

SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE-228 MCALLISTER STREET 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

DIVISION OF SPECIAL G1FT8 AND ANNUITIES 

Miss Ruth Elliott 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

directors 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

November 18,19l{l 

Dr.Robert E.Speer 

Rockledge 

Lakeville, Connecticut. 

Dear Dr.Speerj 

Recently I was in St.Louis and Indiana,and the trip recalled happy 

memories of an expedition I had taken with you to St.Louis when we were working 

for the South American schools, and I wished for you. I planned to fly in to 

New York and I had a berth on the plane from Indianapolis, but all ships were 

grounded and I came through by the slow rail route. The trip was made pleasant, 

however, by the fact that Billy Phelps, was on board. He is good company as you 

know. He had with him a copy of a recent book by Gene Tunney that he was re¬ 

viewing, called "Arms for Living*1. Gene, as you know, is now a Lieutenant Com¬ 

mander in charge of the physical fitness program of the Navy, with especial refer¬ 

ence to naval fliers. There is a chapter in his book on prayer in the life of 

an athlete that Billy said reminded him of Mike Sweeney1s references to prayer. 

This is chapter 16 in the book which is published by Wilfred Funk, New York. 

Billy spoke of an address you had made at Yale during your collage 

days when you were a member of a Princeton team that came to Yale in 1887-68. 

Winthrop M.Daniels and Hector W.Cowan were members of the team with you. Billy 

wrote up a story for the Mew York TIMES October 21,19Ul* I am enclosing a copy 
of his letter to the TIMES. 

We had a fine trip in the Central Area. I was Captain of a Team 

of six missionaries on two different occasions, and I do enjoy very much the 

fellowship with these veterans from the field. They are the finest men and women 

in the world and the churches gave them a very cordial and appreciative reception. 

Sandy had another forty-eight hour leave over this week-end, and 
delighted us by flying in on Saturday morning. Connie, the three boys and I all 

went to church and it was a joy to be together. Sandy is the first boy in the 

family to cut loose from the family budget and swing his own finances. The R#C#A#F« 

aircraftmen receive about .fi+O a month plus their living expenses, and Sandy offered 

very seriously to his mother to contribute $20 a month to the family budget. He 

said most of the other boys sent money home and he would like to help. I was 

touched by his thoughtfulness but told him if he would carry his own expenses:, that 

would be satisfactory. 

When he joined up in August I told him his greatest temptation would 

be that of the women who always follow the soldiers and especially the fliers. He 

rather questioned that statement ,but this time as we were talking over his exper¬ 
iences. 
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he said that he understood better what I meant,and that about half the men in 

the air force -whom he knew did not hesitate to indulge themselves in that way. 
He was indignant at the thought that he might become involved, and said to me,- 

"Daddy, how long have I lived in the family?’1 I told him about nineteen years. 

He said, f,You know you have made quite an impression on me in those years and 

I could not have lived those years in our family and then thought of doing 

such things.” Sandy has always been a very brave and clean lad and what he said 
touched me deeply* 

When he joined up his mother and I gave him and the risks in 

flying which are real, to God^nd we do not really worry about those risks,but 

the hazards of temptation and evil are more formidable and against these he 

needs the sheltering power and grace of Christ. He hopes to go across sometime 

next spring. 

I had the great joy of seeing Billy and Betty at the home of Dr. 

and Mrs.Lester in Doylestown, when I had dinner there the Sunday after the Hi 11- 

Hotchkiss game. They are a handsome couple and it was fine to see them again. 

I am very fond of Jock and Mrs.Lester. Speer and Lester is a winning and 

beautiful combination. 

I heard the other day a good tale of a Scotch lady and her method 

of meeting the bombing raids of the Nazis. She said,- ’’When we hear the air 

raid signals, I take down my Bible from the shelf and read the Twenty-third psalm; 

then I say a wee prayer; then I take a wee drap; then I get into bed and cover 

up my head and say, fo hell with Hitleri'* 

Affectionately yours. 

W.Reginald Wheeler 

WRW/EC 
Enclosure P.S* I am also enclosing a clipping from the FOREST REPUBLICAN 

published in Tionesta, Pennsylvania, which gives the report 

of the game killed in the 19^0 game season in Pennsylvania. 

The figures quoted sounded prodigious - nearly 200,000 

deer, buoks and does; over 5^0 bear; 3>000,000 rabbits, 

1,000,000 squirrels; nearly half a million pheasants. 
Apparently there is much more game in the State than ex¬ 

isted when you or I were boys. 

I was interested in the resemblance between your class 

motto at Andover and the motto of the R.A»F. which you 

mentioned in a recent letter. I am so glad you could 

go to the Clarion Presbytery Centennial, and I know the 

fathers and brethren appreciated your participation in 

that celebration. 
W.R.W. 



THE LATE HECTOR COWAH 

To the Editor of l'he New York TIMES; 

The death of Hector Cowan, reported in THE TIMES today, takes me back more 

than fifty years: to the time when I saw him in action and beoame one of his 

intimate friends. He was a truly great football player-, one of Princeton’s 

immortal heroes, and remembered by all. He ms on two teams that beat Yale, 

in 1885 (Lamar’s run) and 1889. In 1887 I saw the Yale-Princeton game in a 

drenching rains Yale won by two touchdowns; if I remember rightly, but Comm 

was the outstanding player' on the field. Yale had a great team and a week 

later beat Harvard 17 to 8. Both these games; were played in Mew York. Henry 

Ward Beecher was the Yale quarterback and captain. Pa Corbin ms center, and 

running from that position scored a touchdown against Harvard. 

Henry Drummond, the most effective speaker on religion I ever heard, gave 

a series of talks at Yale and at Princeton in the year 1887-88, and persuaded 

the two colleges to send out "deputations" of their prominent men to speak on 

religion. There ms great excitement when the Princeton delegation came to 

Yales Winthrop M.Daniels, Robert B.Speer, Hector W.Cowan. Daniels(valedictorian) 

made an original, thoughtful address,- ms later professor at Princeton and then 

at Yale. Speer, who became one of the foremost pulpit orators, gave a beautifully 

persuasive talk. Then Cornu, with sweat rolling down his face, said, "I feel 

more at home on the football field than on the platform, and I guess' that will 

out all • but his sacrificial sincerity made a deep impression. 

That summer I went to Chautauqua to play on the regular nine, whose oaptain 

V/aS the f reat s'"aSg« We played two games a week for two months. I played second 

se and pitched, and Comn was first base. We became very intimate friends. 

Everyone respected Comn and loved him. I never knew a man of finer character, 

and he ms so full of fun and high spirits that it waa a delight to be with him. 

Mew Haven, Conn., October 21,1914., VVm*Lyon Phelps. 
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CHICAGO OFFICE-77 W. WASHINGTON STREET 

V\IL ee/e v, IV 

SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE-228 MCALLISTER STREET 

THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

DIVISION OF SPECIAL GIFTS AND ANNUITIES 

MISS RUTH ELLIOTT 

W- Reginald Wheeler June 2, 1942 
DIRECTORS 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 

"Rockledge” 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

After I returned to the office from the meetings of the General Assembly and 

from some calls I made after those meetings, I heard such fine things about your 

address and I was very sorry I could not be at the Assembly in time to hear you. 

The Board group were happy that you could drop in on the family dinner on the 
evening of your address. I was reading in the little devotional book put out by 

the Episcopal Church the verses for May 28, the day after the Assembly adjourned. 

The verses were from Ecclesiasticus, Chapter 44: 

MLet us now praise famous men, and our fathers that begat us. 

The Lord hath wrought great glory by them through his great power 

from the beginning. Such as did bear rule in their kingdoms, men 

renowned for their power, giving counsel by their understanding, 

and declaring prophecies: leaders of the people by their counsels, 

and by their knowledge of learning meet for the people.” 

I thought of you and of the other great leaders of our Church when I read these 

verses, 

Francis Sayre gave a fine Christian witness at the Foreign Missions Breakfast, 

Tuesday morning at'the Assembly, and later at a conference with friends and rela¬ 

tives of missionaries and Americans in Manila. I will send you a copy o^ the 

notes I took at that session, when they are ready. 

The Foreign Missiors events went off happily, with fine addresses by Dr. 

Lautenschiager and Dr. Leber on Tuesday night and by Dr. Elliott and Dr. Schell 

Wednesday morning. The Assembly was a very irenic one. It is interesting to 

see how -peaceful the waters have become since the departure to other realms o 

some of those who seemed to delight in stirring up the seas of controversy. 

Presbyterians never seem happy, however, if they are not battling about 

something, and there was a bit of a battle on the day when the report of the 

Committee on Social Action,etc. was made, under the leadership of Cameron Hall. 

This Committee had refrained from taking any position about the war, as far as 

our oarticipation in it was concerned. Hugh Kerr pointed this out and suggested 

a resolution which was unanimously adopted, stating that, while the Assembly a 

homed war, it believed there was no other course open than to fight this one 

out and asked for the support of the Church members in that effort. 
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Some time ago I sent a copy of an address bv C-eneral Edward S. Martin to 

Lakeville, asking that it he returned when you and Mrs. Speer had finished read¬ 

ing it. Mrs. Speer had also sent a lovely picture of you with the grandchildren 

from abroad, which I would like very much to share with the Council here. I will 

not do that if you would prefer that it should not be done. On the other hand, 

I know it would give much pleasure to your friends here if they could see it. 

General Martin has been nominated for Governor of Pennsylvania, in the Re¬ 

publican Primaries by a substantial margin over Senator Davis. I would be interest 

ed in knowing what you thought of his speech. 

I am going tomorrow to Ontario to see Sandy get his Wings. 

With love and best wishes to you and Mrs. Speer, I am 

Affectionately yours, 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

WRW/mz 



CHICAGO OFFICE-77 W. WASHINGTON STREET 

V\jl^\ ee /e)r) 1 K{ 

SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE-228 McAllister Street 

The Board of foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

158 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

DIVISION OF SPECIAL GIFTS AND ANNUITIES 

Miso Ruth Elliott 

W. REGINALD WHEELER 

DIRECTORS June 29, 1942 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 

"Rockledge" 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Thank you for your fine statement about the University of Wanking and for 

your good letter of June 23, which I received when I returned to the office today 

after a week's absence in Ohio and Western Pennsylvania. I wrote also to T. V. 

Soong who, as you know, is Foreign Minister and is in Washington now. He came 

back with a single sentence, but I am glad that he has expressed himself and that 

we can quote what he has written. He wrote: 

'•Too few have realized the reallv important part that missionary 

schools , among the foremost of which the University of Nanking may be 

counted, have played in the modernization of China. » 

The other day my Aunt Lilia C. Wheeler, who lives in the old Wheeler home 

at Portville, New York, built nearly a hundred years ago, sent me some of the 

books of my grandfather, William F. Wheeler, and of my great grandfather, Quintus 

Flaminius Atkins. Some of the books were printed a century ago. One of them 
contains Jonathan Edwards' great sermon, "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." 

This was published by the Presbyterian Board of Publication. Some day I would 

like to tell you about Quintus Flaminius who became a Federal Judge in Cleveland 

and was a very earnest Christian. His daugher, Flora, was my father’s mother. 

She died when he was only eight years old. I found among the papers at Endeavor 

this week, a little note in her handwriting which he had preserved carefully, ~e 

said the last time he saw her she asked him if he had said his prayers that day 

and when he admitted he hadn't, he could not help noticing the look of pain in her 

eves, though she said nothing. I remember the beautiful letter you wrote Dr. 

John E. Williams when he lost his mother. You wrote, "My mother died when I was 

a very little boy so that my sympathy with those who have just lost, as you have 

lost, has always been touched with a little envy that they possessed for so many 

years the richest of all wealth." X know that father felt about his mother, who 

died when he was so young, as you did about your mother, and your letter to Dr. 

Williams expressed thought and feeling that were deep in his own mind and h®ar^j 

Father wanted to be a minister and tried to study for the ministry, although all 

the other members of our family had gone into the lumber business. A doctor told 

him he had tuberculosis and must drop his studies, and that he could no ive a 

year. In the attempt to regain his health, he went into the woods in Pennsylvania 

and took charge of the lumber operations there and lived to be 78 years of age. 

Providentially, his first year in the woods in 1865 he lived with a man who had 

come out of the Army and could not bear to have the windows closed, as many did 

in those days. The life in the woods and the open air apparently were just what 

was needed. I have been going over father's papers and old letters and I hope to 
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do some work during ray vacation next month on a little memorial for him. I want 

to get down in the record what he told me of his early life and inner battles, so 

that the others in the family may have it. He several times said how glad he was 

to have someone in the family serve the Church, as he had hoped to do, and as no 

other member of our family, so far as I know, has done professionally. Curiously, 
when I went to take my Board examination to go to China, Dr. Bovaird told me I had 

T.B. and would have to drop all my work at the Seminary and couln't go to China. 

He was just as wrong as father's doctor, but he gave me some unquiet moments until 

we had his diagnosis reversed by Dr. James Miller here in New York. 

Father had an unsual combination of business ability, political sagacity and 

Christian spirit, and the combined efforts of his three sons in those three 

different fields hardly reached the total of his own achievements and spirit. 

I am glad that you wrote out the record of Elliott's life and I hope some 

day it may be made available to relatives and friends. 

With love and best wishes to you and Mrs. Speer, I am 

Affectionately yours, 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

WRW/ mz 



CHICAGO OFFICE-77 W. WASHINGTON STREET 
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SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE-228 MCALLISTER STREET 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

DIVISION OF SPECIAL GIFTS AND ANNUITIES 

Miss Ruth Elliott 

w, Reginald Wheeler 

directors 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

August 12, 1942 

Dr, Robert E. Speer 

"Rockledge" 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

"Mike Sweeney", second edition, goes to press this week. We are working on 

the jacket for the book and I would like to include a sentence or two from you. 

I am enclosing a copy of the present jacket. We have nice statements from Billy 

Phelps, John Kieran, Hermann Hagedorn and others. You included the book in a 

list of volumes recommended for missionary reading in September, 1941, that was 

sent to Dr. Young and you mentionea/in your talk to the out-going missionaries a 

year ago. Your statement concerning the book was as follows: "A story of one of 

the most remarkable educational personalities of recent years." I have quoted 

what you wrote Mr. Sweeney, at the time of his retirement from The Hill, in his 

autobiography on page 282: 

"I have just seen the October issue of The Hill School Bulletin 

with its glorious articles about you and what you have meant to The 

Hill School and to the cause of athletics, and to the still greater 

cause of character-building in boys. I cannot forbear sending a word 

of warmest personal friendship for you and appreciation of all that 

you have done and been and meant during these years of your connection 

with The Hill, through all of which it has been a pleasure to know you 

and to watch your work." 

The book will probably come out in September. If we could have a statement 

from you within a week or ten days, this would be in time, or even later would 
be all right. I wrote you asking for a "blurb" for the first jacket, but you/away then. 

If it is not convenient to send on such a statement, of course I will under¬ 

stand. If it could be sent, I am sure it would please Mr. Sweeney very much and 

I would like to add your name to the names of the others who are included on the 
jacket who pay their tribute to Mike. 

I preached in Warren, Pennsylvania, on August 2nd and went down to Endeavor 

and had a day and a half there. I had the great pleasure of flying from the 

Warren Airport over the hills and valleys, over Hearts Content and down Hickory 

Valley to Endeavor, and then back to the Warren Airport. There was a real thrill 

in seeing those well-remembered and well-loved valleys and streams and roads from 

the air. 

Sandy is in his last months of operational training. He is stationed at 

Moss Bank, Saskatchewan. He achieved his desire of being a Pursuit Pilot and was 

the first to fly a Hurricane in the present training in Canada. I am enclosing a 
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snapshot and an account of hio first trip in this swift fighter plane. Perhaps 
Caroline would be interested in them. I enclose also a copy of a later letter. 

I had a letter last week which was rather unsettling. It was an invitation 

from Colonel John R. Kilpatrick (just nominated Brigadier) who is the Commanding 

Officer at Hampton Roads Port of Embarkation, to join up with him there as a 

captain and to head up the newly organized historical section of the recently 

created Transportation Division of the Army. I volunteered as a Chaplain about 

a year ago, but the age limit of 50 precludes acceptance now. If I go in, I would 

rather go as a Chaplain. There is the possibility that the age limit may be ex¬ 

tended later. I am enclosing a copy of Kil's letter. He was Captain of our 
Freshman Football Team and of the University Track Team at Yale. I was with him 

on both teams and a classmate and a member of the same Senior Society, and I would 

lov9 to be with him and with Fred Daly, whom he mentions in his letter, who was 

Football Captain at college. On the other hand, I know the demands and the needs 

of the work here and I would rather not tackle a job which a layman could do per¬ 

haps better, and would prefer to go as a Chaplain if I could get in later. I am 

going down to see Kil Sunday night and will see about what is offered. I took 

my physical exam last week and they certainly put you through a stiff workout 

that lasted about five hours. 

The Army men think the war will continue for four or five years, that Russia 

will be knocked out and that it will come down to a fight to the finish with 

England and America and China, of course, as active belligerents on one side and 

the Axis Powers on the other. If the Axis group win, foreign missions will be 

submerged, to say the least, for many years, although I have faith to believe that 

eventually the Church will win out. But there is a tremendous pull to go in and 

try to help. This pull is all the stronger because I missed the other war and I 

would like so much to try and do my bit in this one. Of course, I will have to 

make the decision myself, but if you would care to do so, I would appreciate a 

word from you as to how the choice appears to you. 

In any case, I would appreciate very much a couple of sentences about Mike's 

book. 

Connie joins me in love and best wishes to you and to all the family. 

Affectionately yours, 

W. Reginald Wheeler 

WRW/mz 

Enclosures 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

Hampton Roads Port of Embarkation 

Newport News, Virginia 

August 4, 1942 

In reply 

refer to: SPTAK 210 

Rev, W. R, Wheeler 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 

Dear Rex: 

I wonder how it would appeal to you to come back in the Army in 

the Transportation Service rather than in the Corps of Chaplains. I 

need you badly here at Newport Lews and have an assignment which I 

think would appeal to you: i.e., that of Historical Officer, which would 

involve very close association with me and the various section chiefs 

in this important port of embarkation. As it looks now, I think we will 

be second in importance only to Dew York. 

Prod Daly is a captain here with me and will be assigned as Lrovost 

Marshal. If you are interested in coming, please ha,re yourself examined 

physically at the Army "Dispensary in New York and come down here at once 

with your physical examination so that you can appear before my Officers1 

Candidate Hoard. I will be glad to recommend you for a captaincy. Your 

commission will probably be in the Transportation Service rather than 

in the Chaplains. I need you badly, Rex. If you feel that you can do 

it, take your examination, pack your grip and l urry do?/n here. It will 

take probably ten days for your commission t come through, so you could 

plan on returning to New York to clean up your affairs after a day down 

here. 

The best way to come is to take the 9 o'clock train on the Pennsyl¬ 
vania to Cape Charles and then the ferry to Old Point Comfort. If you 

come this way, you will arrive at 7 o’clock in the morning. Come im¬ 

mediately to the Chamberlin Hotel which is quite near the pier, and have 

breakfast with me, and I will take you in charge there. Merely send me 

a wire when you are coming and please make it 9oon. 

Very truly yours, 

J. R. Kilpatrick 

Colonel, Cavalry 
Commanding 
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AIR MAIL 

KG.G August 11th, 1942 

Dear Mr. Billington: 

Thank you for your letter of August 6th, enquiring 

the price of CARMINA GADELICA (by Alexander Carmichael). On 

August 4th we received a postcard from you, dated July 31st, 
enquiring about the price and discount to you of Volumes III 

and IV of the Carmina Gadelica, to which we replied. I am 

enclosing a copy of our letter in case the original went 

astray: your postcard was signed "L.G."• 

Regarding Volumes I and II, these are listed in 

Oliver & Boydfs catalogue (the latest we have is dated 1940) 

as "CARMINA GADELICA: Hymns and Incantations. By Alexander 

Carmichael. With illustrative notes on Words, Rites and 

Customs, Dying and Obsolete: Orally collected in the Highlands 

and Islands of Scotland and Translated into English on parallel 

pages. Two Volumes. Extra medium 8vo. Half-buckram 772 pp. 

£1, 12s. net." 

As mentioned in our previous letter, the later volumes 

were at date of publication of the catalogue, in preparation. 

We do not stock any of the volumes of the CARMINA 

GADELICA here in Toronto, and would advise you to get in touch 

with Oliver and Boyd direct. We could, however, if you prefer, 

make enquiries for you. 

Regretting our inability to be of more assistance to 

you in this matter, 

Mr. Chester E. Billington, 
Fleming H. Revell Company, 

158 Fifth Avenue, 

New York City, N.Y., U.S.A. 

Yours very truly, 

0arke, Irwin & (bmpany limited 

Jjmen Houje 

48O-486 University Avenue 

Toronto 



This is a 

copy 
of a communication previously 

despatched from Toronto 

KG.G August 6th, 1942 

Dear Sirs: 

We thank you for your enquiry concerning the price 

and discount to you of Volumes III and IV of the Carmina 
Gadelica by Alexander Carmichael. This is a publication of 

Oliver and Boyd Limited, Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

According to the last catalogue we have had from them, these 

two volumes are marked as in preparation. We can, if you 

wish, make enquiries from Oliver and Boyd concerning them: 

you may, however, prefer to get into touch with Oliver and 

Boyd direct through your London office. 

Yours very truly, 

CLARKE, IRWIN & COMPANY LIMITED 

Fleming H. Revell Company, 

15S Fifth Avenue, 

New York City, N.Y., 

U. S. A« 
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The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

DIVISION OF SPECIAL GIFTS AND ANNUITIES . 

Miss Ruth Elliott August 15*1942 
W. Reginald wheeler 

DIRECTORS 

Dr.Robert E.Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,Connecticut. 

Dear Dr.Speert 

I wrote you this past week asking if you would be willing to send 
me a brief statement of two or three sentences, a "blurb" which we could use on 
the jacket of Mike Sweeney’s autobiography - second edition. I sent you a copy 
of the present jacket with the comments of various critics. I should have 
written that on the next jacket, if you can supply a statement, I will probably 
drop out the one by Isaac Thomas and the one by Dan Poling. In other words, in 
framing your comments, consider that the points made by Dan Poling and by Isaac 
Thomas will not be included on the next jacket. There will,therefore, be no 
duplication if you should want to take some'Hhat the same line as Mr.Thomas or 
Dr.Poling. 

I was in Washington yesterday and always have a grand time down 
there seeing various friends in the State Department and in other areas. I had 
an interview with Chaplain Arnold who has the rank of Brigadier General, and 
is the head of the Chaplain force. He is a Roman Catholic (it is interesting 
to see how the Catholic Church secures representation in important positions in 
Government and Army) but I have heard fine things about him. He is considered 
entirely fair to the Protestant ministers and I liked him very much. He is lean 
and wiry, his hair is beginning to whiten, but he has a very youthful face, very 
clean looking, with a true light of the spirit and also the brave look of a real 
fighter. He said that they had had to set a fixed limit of fifty years for 
Chaplains who would serve with troops or who would be seht abroad. I thought 
that my years in the Far East might be a basis of exception, but I did not make 
any progress along that line. He said he had had some applications from older 
men who might be given "limited responsibilities" and he said with considerable 
sincerity, "The Chaplain is the last officer who would ever limit his work", 
and that the Chaplain usually drove himself harder than any other officer. He 
said that he had received reports that men over fifty years who were Chaplains 
were being hospitalized too much, not from illness but just from fatigue, and 
that they had accordingly fixed the limit indicated. Apparently I am up against 
a stone wall at least for the time being as far as the Chaplaincy is concerned, 
although there might be an opening later if they see they cannot get their full 
quota of Chaplains with the present age limit maintained. I am going down Sun¬ 
day night to Hampton Roads to see Colonel (now General) Kilpatrick in regard to 
the Commission he has offered to me in his own organization of Transportation. 
I will see just what is involved. If it were a Chaplaincy I would not hesitate, 
but I am not clear that it would be right to drop out of direct religious work 
for a secular position even to get into the Army which I Jong very much to do. 

With love and best wishes to you and Mrs.Speer, I am 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

HAMPTON ROADS PORT OF EMBARKATION 

Newport News, Virginia 

In Reply 

Refer To: 

April 7, 1943 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Last Saturday and Sunday 1 was in Lew xork on 
a Temporary Duty assignment with the Army, l was through 
with my work Sunday afternoon and dropped into a meeting 
of the Executive Council of our Board, which was planning 
for the year ahead. l was asked to give some impressions 
of Army life, and this l attempted to do. 1 am enclosing 
a copy of a statement l wrote out after my return here, 
in which l expanded somewhat the remarks made last Sunday. 

l thought you might be interested in these im¬ 
pressions. iou do not need to return this copy. 

There are a number of other impressions which i 

would like to talk over with you some day. 

With love and best wishes to Mrs. Speer and for 
yourself and your family, i am 

Affectionately yours, 

W. R. WHEELER 
Captain, T.C. 
Historian. 
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SOME IMPRKrrlOfir OF jcrY LIF iO.ilT.rT TFT 

DAC*'onoui:r- o* foreign isriot'aey service 

In a volume entitled "Naval Customs, Traditions, 

and Usage" by L. V. Lovette, which is required reading now 

for Naval officers at the academy, there is a quotation from 

a letter of a retired Hear Admiral to hia son, Capt. a. P. 

Niblock. These letters were written iv»ay SO, 1915, snd were 

originally published in "Naval institute Proceedings, 

SL 1-157": 

"The naval profession is much like the ministry. You 
dedicate your life to a purpose, you wear the garb of 
an organized profession, your life is governed by 
rules laid down for the organization. You renounce 
the pursuit of wealth, in a large mean you renounoe 
politics and work for the highest good of the organiza¬ 
tion. 

"In the final analysis, your aims and objects are quite 
as moral as any ministers, because morality consists in 
the conservation of the best interests of civilization, 
and you are not serving your own good but the ultimate 
good of your own country, sou train the men under you 
to be good and useful citizens and, like the minister, 
what you say must conform to the rules of the organiza¬ 
tion. 

"In the Navy, after you have been in it a oertain number 
of years, every man knows you, has you labeled, sized up 
and catalogued, if you have gotten into trouble, It. is. 
lovingly remembered and fixed to your name. 

" So cheer up, my son, play the game, tase your medioine, 
don’t squeal, watch your step, after all it is a splen¬ 
did profession and an honorable career." 



I have been In the Army now for six months and will 

attempt to make a summary of my impressions as these impressions 

have been received against the background of 28 years experience 

as a missionary and secretary of the Presbyterian Foreign Board. 

The Admiral quoted above has pointed out certain re® 

semblances between the wavy and the ministry. Those resemblances 

hold also with reference to the Army. 

In one respect the Army and Wavy servioe resemble very 

much that of the foreign missionary. Both are pilgrims and 

strangers. Both are subject to the orders and regulations and 

directions of an organization which represents an Absolute. The 

individual owes allegiance to that Absolute and obeys the direc¬ 

tions and orders of the organization which for the time being is 

representative of that Absolute. 

In obeying those orders, both the wavy and Army officer 

and the missionary are often sent far from home. Be lives and 

works in foreign lands and travels on foreign seas. I have been 

interested and surprised at the number of Waval and Merchant 

marine officers who have been to the Far East and have been to 

Africa and have sailed over the seas that our missionaries tra¬ 

vel as they go to and from their field of service. I think every 

soldier and sailor, down in his innermost heart, is lonely. Be 

has there, carefully concealed from the world, a nostalgia, a 

homesickness, that is well hidden but that is, nonetheless, rea^. 

1 remember Miss Jean Mackenzie, of our West African mission, say¬ 

ing once that "Every missionary in Africa feels himself forgotten 

so far has he wandered from his home tribe and /page* 

2 



In s 61* t 
^ vsrse from a poem "by Miss Aackenzie is revealing* 

Lord, 
"To Abraham, the exile,/what promises were thinei 

He might not know the sum of them, but he could 
see them shine 

In all the stars and all the sands Thou sette&t 
for a sign. 

Such starry signs-and promises I do not ask or 'ihee; 
I am Thy servant, Lord, for love, and love is my 

only fee; ,„ _ . . 
But just a little dream of home, would that be 

spoiling me?" 
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that the soldiers sing in their wars express their innermost 

feelings. In our Civil War a song that was often sung was 

"Tenting Tonight On the Old Camp Ground". You remember the 

words: "We're tenting tonight on the old camp ground 
Give us a song to cheer 
Our weary hearts, a song of home 
And friends we all love dear." 

In the first World War I remember well hearing for the first 

time the stirring strains of "Tipperary" as it was sung in Eng¬ 

land in the first months of the War. You remember those words: 

"It's a long way to Tipperary 
It's a long way to go 
It's a long way to Tipperary 
To the sweetest girl I know. 
Goodbye, Piccadilly, 
Parewell, Leicester Square’ 
It’s a long, long way to Tipperary, 
But my heart's right there." 

In this war the soldiers like to sing "Praise the Lord and Pass 

the Ammunition", but the song I have heard them sing with most 

spirit and feeling was "Peep in the Heart of Texas". 

Now the central theme of all those war songs is expres 

sive of love of home and the desire to be home again. I believe 

that is typical of soldiers and sailors and also of missionaries 

That does not mean that they wish to give up their service. I 

believe that from 90 to 95% of the men in the armed forces are 

satisfied to be in that service. This does not mean that the 

service is not without its painful side. The Army and Wavy are 

not easy services. They would not be worthy of the admiration 

and respect which they call forth if they were easy. They do 

have their moments of pain, but despite that, 1 believe that the 

men in the service would not be anywhere else and are steady in 
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their allegiance and loyalty to Army and wavy and Air Force, 

despite the painful experiences that do at times occur. 

I remember one commander of a transport which had 

been to Africa and was about to sail for the southern pacific• 

I was in his cabin, talking with him and seeking to get his 

photograph, He was writing a letter home to his wife and one 

to his mother* He had before him the picture of an attractive 

bungalow in California which was his home. He said, "All the 

time I was on that Africa trip and all the time I am going to 
1 was thinking, and 

be on this trip in the Pacific/l will be thinking of that home, 

of my wife and daughter there (a baby who \vas born on the day 
when I 

that I was torpedoed / ' was swimming around in the sea near 

Wake Island)", and I could feel something of his loneliness and 

love of home. Those feelings of his did not keep him at home 

or keep him from doing his duty, just as the love of home and of 

America do not keep our missionaries at home. In both services 

the individuals are pilgrims and strangers, and there should be 

sympathy and understanding between them because of this funda~ 

mental resemblance in experience and spirit. 

In the second place, the men who have been in the Army 

and Navy will come out of that service with new experience and 

training in discipline. I think our younger generation, as well 

as those of us who are older, needed that training. Many of our 

students have not learned to obey even the simplest order. I 

remember hearing a Yale football captain, who had entered the 

Kaval flying service at Pensacola, telling of his experiences 

and how hard it was for former students to learn the simple rule of 
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obedience to a simple command. He illustrated his remarks with 

an incident. The Naval cadets had been offered a choice of ath¬ 

letic sports. The question given to them was, "Which would you 

prefer - tennis or volley ball?" A number of recruits, instead 

of answering with a single affirmative, inserted, "We prefer 

golf." 

The new recruit in entering the Army is confronted 

with a baffling number of restrictions and regulations in regard 

to costume and etiquette. His tie must be tied in exactly the 

right way, the buttons on his shirt must always be buttoned, his 

shoes must be shined without fail, his trousers must be creased. 

Be must walk on one side of a superior officer. There are regu¬ 

lations in regard to entrance into a motor oar with another of¬ 

ficer; there are strict rules in regard to saluting and return¬ 

ing salutes. Fe learns that the mark of a good soldier is to be 

able to shoot and salute. As one of the Navy chaplains, recently 

a minister of the Church of the Accension on lower Fifth Avenue, 

said to me, "It is the minutiae that make this service difficult." 

In his office and in his former ohurch service, most of that 

minutia and the details of the work were cared for by secretaries 

and he had grown to depend upon their help, and the discipline of 

doing these things for himself and of. following certain set rules 

was a difficult one. I think all of us who have been in the 

Army for the first time feel these difficulties. They are de¬ 

scribed graphically in that amusing book, "See Here, Private 

Hargrove”, which is full not only of humour but of true insight 

regarding both human character and Army life. 
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I believe tbis discipline is one that American young 

men need; it is a discipline that those of us who are older 

need. Dr. Robert I. Speer once well said that the soldierly 

qualities can be put sharply as "discipline and austerity". 

He said our generation needs both. That statement was made 

over £0 years ago, but it is true today and I have seen how the 

Army and JMavy training strengthens that discipline; and men who 

have had that experience should be better men after the war and 

should be more able to be disciplined soldiers in the Array of 

the Lord and in His service. 

A third lesson that I have learned in the Army is that 

of courtesy. Those who enter the Array for the first time have 

the feeling and the apprehension that they will be thrown with 

men who are rough in their speech and manners and who do not ob¬ 

serve the principles of courtesy as we have known them in civil¬ 

ian life. That has not been my experience in the Army. The of¬ 

ficers on the staff of the Port where 1 have been stationed are 

of an exceptionally high type. I have been impressed by their 

courtesy and by the principles of courtesy that the Army advo¬ 

cates and engenders, une of the rules in commenting on another 

officer's work is that there shall be no comment of criticism or 

of commendation. 1 think those of us who have been in the work 

of the Church are oftentimes too critical of one another and that 

the Army training is a valuable one in self-control and discipline 

in our comments on our colleagues and their service. 

The Army salute typifies the courtesy for which the 

Army stands. It must be given both by the superior officer and 
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by his subordinates. Neither one may omit that courtesy, and it 

is representative of the spirit and courtesy which I have found 

running throughout all the iinsy IJfe® 

I do not mean that under certain provocation officers 

and men do not "blow off" and "squat*" and "gripe". These are 

natural ebullitions of feeling and spirit; but these "squawks” 

are directed not so much against Individuals as against condi¬ 

tions, and the prevailing characteristic of the service and of 

relationship between officers is one of courtesy. 

These characteristics - the spirit and eiperiences of 

a pilgrim and stranger in a foreign land, the habit and training 

of discipline, the training in courtesy - will be factor, to be 

reckoned with in computing the attitude of men who have been in 

the service of the armed forces as they return to civilian life 

after the war. Those of us in missionary service can learn les¬ 

sons of real value from these standards and characteristics. 

A final characteristic of men in the armed forces is 

their spirit of ..orifice and devotion to duty, even at the cost 

of life itself. There is undoubtedly some sentimentality and 

exaggerated publicity in some quarters in this field, tut the 

instinct which regards the soldier with respect and admiration 

is a sound one. The verses of Hubert Brooke, of John masefield, 

and of Ian mag.e describe in words of truth and beauty the spirit 

of devotion that is characteristic of the true soldier. One who 

had seen them in action in the other world War has written truly, 

"The young soldier, demand all one's admiration for their cheer¬ 

fulness and energy and their contempt of death."<* There is true 
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religion in the Army, though it sometimes expresses itself in 

novel and original ways, une of the most stirring experiences 

I have had was that of talking with one of our American soldiers 

who had been wounded in Africa and had been brought back on a 

transport after the battles in northern Morocco* Be was on the 

transport "Bliss” when it was torpedoed, ihe explosion of the 

torpedo brought the deck on which he was standing crashing down 

amidships. Be and a number of companions were hurled into a 

seething vortex of flame* He covered his eyes with his arms, so 

he was not blinded as a companion was, but he was terribly burned. 

Be managed to find a porthole and swam to a nearby life raft, 

his hands and fingers being shredded by the flame. Be was picked 

up and taken to a field hospital, and for several days suffered 

terrific torments of pain. Be was put on a transport and returned 

to Newport Hews a month and a day after he had sailed from that 

port for north Africa* 

I was with the photographer when we were securing pic¬ 

tures of these wounded, and 1 was verifying the names and units 

of the individual soldiers in the hospital train whose pictures 

we had taken* 1 came to this boy, whose name was Bardie Bobbins 

and whose home had been in California. His face and arirswere 

still bandaged. He was in an upper bunk on the hospital train# 

As 1 questioned him he began to tell me something of his ex¬ 

periences. I asked him how had he managed to come through, with 

so much courage and strength, such terrific suffering. He said, 

"When the torpedo struck 1 began to pray and to repeat Bible 

verses that 1 had learned when I was a boy. I repeated espec¬ 

ially the 46th Psalm* (fGod is our refuge and strength, a very 
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present help In trouble. Therefore will we not fear, though the 

earth do change, and though the mountains be shaken into the 

heart of the seas'). I also repeated the eighth of Homans, the 

last verses?("Who shall separate us from the love of uhrist? shall 

tribulation, or anguish,or persecution, or famine, or peril, or 

sword? Even as it is written, for thy sake we are killed all the 

day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Kay, in 

all these things we are more than conquerors through him that 

loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life,.... nor 

things present nor things to come, nor any other oreature shall 

be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.v) 

There seemed to be a special radiance about that 

wounded boy in that upper bunk in that hospital train as he spoke 

so quietly and simply of his experiences. Ee said, "I will get 

well, Sir, and 1 will be able to serve again.” In a recent issue 

of "Time" I read that this same bardie Bobbins, who had been sent 

to Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, was a pianist of ability 

and that he had received a special invitation from the White ftouse 

to play there after his hands had healed. 

It has been said that there are no atheists in a fox 

hole; and the recent articles and books telling of the experiences 

of flyers who have been wrecked and have been afloat for many 

days in the Pacific and of their recourse to the Bible and to 

prayer, are symbols of the inevitable turning of the human spirit 

to the Father of their spirits who is in Heaven, in times of 

strain and suffering that are too great for human strength. 

- 9 - 



I believe that sacrifice and service for Christ’s sake, 

which are rendered by the missionary, have a special beauty and 

value which transcend the service that men and women render for 

their country® But this fact need not blind us to the impressive 

nobility of spirit that animates millions of our iimerican soldiers, 

sailors, and flyers. Our task is and will be to translate in 

some way after the war that spirit of sacrifice for the country 

and for Army, Navy, and Air Force and Marines into service of 

Christ and the Church. Dr. Robert E. Speer put it well in a 

statement he mad© during the first World War, when he said, 'Every 

soldier who is giving up his life on the battlefield is a summons 

and reproach to those of us who have accepted the Christ of the 

Cross, but not the Cross of Christ. If they can give so freely 

to their Lords of Death and Destruction, why should we not give 

even more freely to our Lord of Life and Peace?” 

It was the Lord Jesus himself who said, "Greater love 

hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 

friends." 

It may be that the year upon which we are entering will 

bring the heaviest casualty list that this nation has ever suf¬ 

fered. Death may touch almost every home. Many a home may have 

to lay a costly sacrifice of young life upon the altar of freedom. 

The conviction and resolve are gaining strength every day of this 

war that measures must be taken to prevent a repetition of such 

a world calamity and to make sure that those who lay down their 

lives for freedom ®hall not have died in vain. I believe that 

there will be an international organization set up as an outcome 

of this war which will restrain aggressors and will enforce great- 
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er measures of international justice and freedom, in that 

setting, and especially in the Far East, I believe that foreign 

missions will have a great, new, unfettered opportunity for 

service. We will go through many a dark valley before that day 

dawns, but we can look forward with assurance to the coming of 
P 

the light. We have the same foundation for our hope that 

Lincoln referred to in the dar est days of the Civil <ar when 

he said his hope and expectation of victory for the right rest¬ 

ed on "the immutable foundations of the goodness and justice 

of God.” Let us go forward, then, in the service which is open 

to each one of us, confident that we are traveling on the road 

that will lead in rod's good time to "that far-off divine event 

toward which the whole creation moves." 

April 4, 1943 

W. R. WHEELS!, Capt., 
Transportation Corps, 
^ray, u.S. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

HAMPTON ROADS PORT OF EMBARKATION 

Newport News, Virginia 

In Reply 

Refer To: 

April 12, 1943 
Dr, Robert E. Speer 
ftockledge 
La ceville, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Speer: 

The Hampton Institute has been celebrating its 75th 
Anniversary, and among the trustees who came for the meetings 
were a number of friends and admirers of yours, Mr. Milliam J. 
Schiefflein and Mr. ocattergood, of Philadelphia, che Chairman 
of the trustees. Me were speaking of you yesterday morning at 
breakfast at the Holly Inn, on the Institute grounds, and they 
both send their best wishes to you. Mr. Schiefflein spoke with 
true feeling arid with gratitude of the wonderful leadership and 
influence that you and Dr. Mott had on his generation when he was 
l student, and during later years. The talk shifted to football, 
and Mr. Scattergo^d told a story that I thought you would enjoy. 

lie said during a football scrimmage at Haverford, one of 
the linemen who was a Quaker- and very loyal to its tenets and 
principles was opposed by a guard who began to slug. The '''maker 
lineman endured this for several plays then his righteous indig¬ 
nation broke forth. lie exclaimed, "Darn*/thee, if thou noeth that 
again, I will hit theej" . cattergood said the combination 
of the Quaker verbiage and the mild profanity of his remarks :.as very 
amusing. 

I couldn’t help resist telling them your episode with tie 
Pennsylvania lineman whom you had to slug to stop his illegal perform¬ 
ance in the line, and 1 trust you will not object to this revelation 
of your own prowess, both on the gridiron and with your fists. 

I sent you recently a draft of a talk I made at 156, giving 
impressions of Army life against the background of missionary service. 
Military Intelligence here approved the Article, but on rechecking it 
asked that on page 8, the words in the next to the last, and last 
sentences in the first paragraph be deleted, beginning " >rt lews, 
and ending'worth Africa”. Substitute instead "an American Port" for 
the words deleted. 

^DEFENSE V/itli love and best wishes to Mrs. Speer, and for your 
family, I am 

id'feetionately yours, 

Av 
MILLIAM .. ..fiAELER,, 
Captain, 'T. C. 
Port Historian 

Enel: 
__ 

BUY 
UNITED 
STATES 
SAVINGS 
lONDS 

ANDSTAMPS 

vmv/f! 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

HAMPTON ROADS PORT OF EMBARKATION 

Newport News, Virginia 

In Reply 

Refer To: 

April 19, 1943 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Herewith a copy of a letter i have written 
to Mr. Edmund Wilson with reference to his essay on 
ftMr. Rolfe", which appeared in the Atlantic Monthly 
for March. 

He combines truth and error in his essay in 
the same nonchalant and undisturbed way that Rearl 
Buck does in some of her writings. 

My love and best wishes to you and mts. 
Speer. 

Affectionately yours, 

W. R. WHEELER, 
Captain, T.C. 
Rort Historian 

1 Enel. 

^DEFENSE 

m BUY 
UNITED 
STATES 

S AVI N G S 
^BONDS 
AND STAMPS 



April 19, 1943 

Mr. Edmund Vileon, 
C/o The Alantio “onthly, 
8 Arlington Street, 
Boston, aSE, 

Pear r. Wilson: 

As e iiill '’chool toy, a graduate of the class 
of 1907, 1 read with keen interest your article on "Mr. 
Rolfe", 'hui Atlantic Portrait" in the March number of 
that magazine. I had the privilege of studying Greek 
with Ur. Rolfe (really Tr. Holfe, but as you know he 
never used that title) for three years at The Hill, and 
1 hav® vivid, happy and grateful memories of my con¬ 
tacts with him. in the clessrcoiB and at the ~chool and 
in 8ul> it years. 1 thought you painted a clear, 
soourate and understanding word portrait of him, and i 
am happy that you could use your fine talents for this 
portraiture, which will undoubtedly go into the perma¬ 
nent records of the chool. 

I wonder 'f you remember that a using essay by 
James Eoyd and f. , . le ent, of the clt-cs of i^Oo, on 
Vt. kolfe's classroom, that was published in The Kill 
Pohool ecord, called "The Creek Class; i Farce , and 
was a companion essay to "The Latin Glass; tragedy", 
in which the authors described Mr. Weed's method of in¬ 
struct ion in Latin? 

I never was drawn very warmly to Latin, but 1 
cid really enjoy Greek, and continued it et. college and 
in later graduate studies, r y twin brotbei', ..lexarder 
R. Wheeler, was in our class end also enjoyed his intro¬ 
duction to Greek through Mr. Rolfe. Later he read 
"Greats" at Oxford and wrote once an article in the 
"Yale Lit." of hi* Indebtedness to he claseioal studies: 

"Greek literature contains much of the best 
part of the history of the human spirit . . . 
How is it that the possessor of the classics 
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seems to take such health and pure comfort 
from them? The harvard professor said that 
no man could know Greek and regain vulgar; 
the Oxford lecturer tells us that every deep 
and valuable emotion of his life for ten 
years past was caused or bettered or inter¬ 
preted by Greek poetry. (Few teachers of 
English have u.&id as much.)11 

I know that my brother "Jimmy** appreciated his 
start in -Greek with Mr. Holfe. 

I am sure you will understand if, after having 
expressed tny appreciation of your description of Mr. 
Holfe, 1 protest frankly and vigorously against the char¬ 
acterization in your of the religious life of the 
School and particularly your descriptions o a. John 
and Dr. chert a. '.peer, x think those references can be 
objected to on three grounds, hirst, they are irrelevant 
and do not add to th« picture you are trying tc draw of 
Sy. ~olfe, ar you state in the article, rI do net know 
what Mr. Holfe thought of ull this side of The -bill; I dc 
not kfiiw even v his religious beliefs were." Secondly, 
1 do not think the characterizations oi rs. omi and It. 
Speer are true or accurate; and third, they are a slur 
against in ivi luals / cxn.• hill bays remember with true 
loyalty and admiration and respect* vhe statements in 
your essa^ v.ill hart the chool ant. will hurt x^ • Jai n 
and :.r. . peer. The essay would be more of a unity with¬ 
out them, and I c’o hope earnestly that if later it finds 
a piece in sci-o permanent record of the School, /ou will 
cov>saut fcc th ir Salat3< n from the article* i bfcink 11e 
essay would be improved fro- the standpoint of unity and 
accuracy and fairness if you omitted Paragraphs x an:. 5, 
Pages 102 to 106. I remember gratefully the talks on re¬ 
ligion which Mr. holfe gave at the ‘unday evening gather¬ 
ings in his room in the Fifth Form 7?lat - talks which were 
characterized by his £iew nglann candor, integrity, a nr- 
restraint - and I remember his fine way of leading Chapel 
and the beautiful way he was accustomed co read a prayer 
of Robert Louis Stevenson at the evening service, be wrote 
a fine tribute tc Mr. bweeney which i quoted in dike’s 
autobiography, which 1 had the privilege of editing, and 
there is true religion in that tribute- to an honored 
colleague. 

I suppose 1 should class myself in the group that 



- 3 - 

you mention in your essay as the "two-fisted mission¬ 
aries who shook us down for funds to christianize and 
modernize China.* 1 have spent twenty-eight years of 
my life in foreign mission service, about half of 
that related directly to china. 1 am now in the .army 
with the hope of trying to do my bit to help liberate 
China, as well as our own country and the other .allied 
nations from the azi and Japanese threats that hang 
over us all. 

I am sending a oopy of this letter to br. 
Wendell. i hope yoii will understand my writing as 
frankly as J. have-. ; 

lour® very truly. 

[LLM R. WHEELER 
captain, t.C. 

Headquarters, 
Hampton Koade Fort of Embarkation, 
Newport ftews, Virginia. 

wim/abb 



WAR DEPARTMENT 
HAMPTON ROADS PORT OF EMBARKATION 

Newport News, Virginia 

K/A^e/er-; l'V./pex, 

April 29, 1943 
In Reply 

Refer Toi 

Dr, Robert E, Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Conn, 

Dear Dr, Speer: 

We had a very happy Easter day here and 1 can not 
but obey the impulse to send you a note about it. 

We have several Quartermaster Service Battalions at¬ 
tached to the Port here, composed of colored troops who are 
given training as stevedores and handle the work of loading 
ships and cars. The suggestion was made that these colored 
boys might be interested in an Easter dawn service, and the 
Chief of Staff here asked me if l could plan for such a service 
with the Chaplains and others responsible. 1 was happy to do 
that, although, as you know, l am not in the Chaplain’s Corps. 
One of the Service Battalions numbers about a thousand men, and 
the Chaplain became quite interested in the service, a chorus 
was trained in singing Easter hymns and some simple spirituals, 
and the service was held at dawn, 6:00 A.M., Easter morning, at 
Camp hill. Soldiers from two other Quartermaster Battalions 
joined in and there were about thirteen hundred who took part 
in the service with a chorus of about fifty to lead. 1 am en¬ 
closing one of the programs. 

We had our ups and downs in preparing for the service 
but finally it came off very happily. Gamp hill is some dis¬ 
tance from Hampton, where l am staying, and i had to be up at 
4:00 o'clock to start the day. l drove through the dark to 
Camp hill, remembering vividly the other Easter days on other 
continents. l remembered especially the trip made on Easter 
across South America from Buenos Aires to Chile, when we had 
our little Easter service on the train, and how providentially 
the train stopped on the quiet Argentinian pampas just as we 
were beginning our little service. Dr. Wolf© lwhom you knocked 
so skillfully and completely off the bar in the spar fight on 

1FENSE the ship coming down from hew lorkj was in our little 
group and other friends, and the service had real comfort 

BUY and blessing. 
UNITED 
STATE6 
SAVINGS 

f&ONDS 
AND STAMPS 
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I remembered our dawn services in Nanking when we 
looked out from Rillcrest over the quiet city and its great 
walls; and 1 remembered vividly the Easter message you gave 
when we were meeting with the Chile Mission and how you 
pointed out that the Resurrection was the great factor of 
Christianity and that without it the Christian faith and 
gospel would have completely disappeared. So all these vivid 
and stirring memories were in my mind and heart as l drove 
through the quiet streets of Hampton and Newport News and 
came to the barracks at Camp Hill where the troops were al¬ 
ready drawn up waiting for us. 

The colored troops who are stevedores are not of a 
high grade in mental training and development. Many of them 
can not read or write. But they do their work faithfully; 
they march with extraordinary spirit, rhythm and esprit de 
corps; and they sing the old spirituals in a way that moves 
your heart. 1 wish you could have heard them sing that Easter 
morning, "Were You There When They Crucified My Lord? and 
"WeTre Walking in the Light of God". You remember the refrain 

of the first song: 
”0, 0, 0, 0, sometimes it causes me to 

tremble, tremble, tremblel 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?" 

No author is known of that great song,.but the one 
who first composed it must have had a real experience of the 
agony and grace and power of Christ. 

The weather was perfect that morning, and the sun had 
iust come over the Virginia horizon as the service began, and 
l will always be glad 1 had the opportunity of being there and 
of helping in the service. 1 am enclosing a clipping about it, 

1 am also enclosing a copy of a prayer which probably 
you know, which was used by an Army Chaplain at an.Easter ser¬ 
vice In Washington last Sunday. The prayer was written by 
William Gladstone after the death of his son. 1 .hought of you 
and Elliott as l read the prayer. 

The Virginia peninsula is jammed with military and 
defense workers, and we have to live wherever we can find 
auarters. We have had good fortune in securing a room in a 
home or the campus of Hampton institute, and 1 have been very 
interested in the work of that institution and in meeting the 
various relatives of General Armstrong. l remember your speak¬ 
ing about him a number of times and of his practical service 
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to the colored race, .and holding him up for emulation in our 
missionary educational program. I have met one son who is 
now a Lieutenant Commander in the Navy, a daughter who married 
a member of the Hampton staff, and a granddaughter, and. they 
all have a distinction and attractiveness of spirit and char¬ 
acter that evidently find their origin in the Armstrong in¬ 
heritance and training* We are staying in the home of Mrs. 
Alexander Purves, the daughter of Robert Ogden, who has turned 
over her house to members of the staff and to us from the Army. 

A note from my aunt, who is 85 years of age, tells me 
that her father and mother, my grandfather and grandmother, 
visited Hampton when General Armstrong was still living, and. 
they saw much of Robert Ogden and thought highly of him. 

Connie joins me in love and best wishes to you and 
Mrs. Speer and to your family. 

Sincerely yours, 

WILLIAM R. WHEELER 
Captain, T.C. 
Port Historian. 

3 Ends. 



Washington Post - April 26, 1943 

PRAYER AT TEE CAPITOL 

Capt. John E. Carruthers, of the Army Chaplain Corps, 
said the following prayer at the first annual Easter service 
yesterday on the steps of the Capitol. it was written by Prime 
Minister William Gladstone of Great Britain and first delivered 
on the death of his son. it has rarely been heard since, 
capt. Carruthers was chaplain on the u.S.S. Oklahoma when that 
vessel was sunk at Pearl harbor. 

0, God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, in whose 
embrace all creatures live, in whatsoever world or condition 
they be; 1 beseech Thee for him whose dwelling place and every 
need Thou knowest. Lord vouchsafe him life and rest, peace and 
refreshment, joy and consolation in paradise, in the companion¬ 
ship of saints, in the presence of Christ, in the ample folds 
of Thy great life. 

Grant that his life may unfold itself in Thy sight and 
find sweet employment in the spacious fields of eternity. if he 
has ever been hurt or maimed by any unhappy word or deed of mine, 
1 pray Thee of Thy great pity to heal and restore him that he 
may serve Thee without hindrance. 

Tell him, u, Gracious Lord, if it may be, how much 1 
love him, and miss him and long to see him again; and if there 
be ways in which he may come, vouchsafe him to me as a sense of 
nearness in such degree as Thy laws permit. 

If in aught l can minister to his peace, be pleased of 
Thy love to let this be, and mercifully keep me from every act 
which may deprive me of the sight of him as soon as our trial-time 
is over, or mar the fullness of our joy when the end of the days 
hath come. 

Pardon, u, Gracious Lord and Father, whatever is amiss 
in this my Prayer, and let Thy will be done, for my will is blind 
and erring but Thine is able to do exceedingly above all that we 
ask or think; through Jesus Christ Our Lord, Amen. 



WAR DEPARTMENT 

HAMPTON ROADS PORT OF EMBARKATION 

Newport News, Virginia 

1a/ A e e /p ^ lV./6?x 
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vy 
In Reply 

Refer To: 

May 17, 1943 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Doctor and Mrs. Speer: 

I thought you would be interested in the enclosed 
copies of two letters; one dated May 4th from Edward Weeksr 
the Editor of the Atlantic Monthly, replying to my letter to 
Edmund Wilson about his March article on "Mr. Rolfe", a copy 
of which I sent to Mr. Weeks; and also a copy of a letter from 
Isaac Thomas, dated May 5th, in which he states that if the 
Wilson article is retained at The Hill he will see that sections 
four and five are deleted. I wonder if you have seen Mr. Thomas* 
article about Mr. Rolfe, published in The Hill Alumni bulletin? 

I was at The Hill from 1904 to 1907, and at Yale from 
1907 to 1911, and heard Doctor Speer speak a number of times to 
the student audiences, and during those seven years I never heard 
one student who made remarks similar to those described by Mr. 
Wilson in his article about Doctor Speer. I never heard anyone 
refer to him by the name which Mr. Wilson used, and on the contrary, 
I heard many, many expressions concerning him of admiration and 
respect. 

I received a note from Mr. Wilson himself, in which it 
is clear that in his article he was expressing a personal animus 
and antipathy, and that the letters which appeared in the May 
number of the Atlantic Monthly from the Hill boys and others, are 
sufficient refutation of the view that Wilson represents any 
appreciable section of student opinion. I think he represents 
Wilson, but very few others, and his remarks can, and should be, 
ignored. 

I was much impressed by the martial record of the Speer 
family as indicated in Mrs. Speer*s letter* Evidently the Scotch- 
Irish inheritance is coming into expression in this generation. 
Doubtless the celestial clans who are witnesses of the present fray 
wish they might get into it with an ample supply of' domicks* and 
other missiles and weapons. 

WILLIAM R. YJHEELER, 
Captain, T.C. 
Port Historian 

Sii 

WRW/fs 



Office of the 

Editor 

8 Arlington Street 
COPY 

THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY 

Boston 

4 May, 1943 

Dear Captain Wheeler: —* 

Thank you for letting me see the copy of your 

letter to Edmund Wilson. ± am sure he will appreciate 

the friendly candor in which you speak* in the Atlantic 

Repartee for May you will find letters from other hill 

alumni who wished to make sure that justice was done to 

the memory of Dr* and Mrs. Meigs and Dr* Abbott. Mean* 

time please take my word for it that the great majority 

of our readers have enjoyed this essay for the good 

things which it does contain. 

xours sincerely, 

Captain William R. Wheeler, /s/ Edward Weeks 
hampton Roads Port of Embarkation, 
War Department, 
Newport hews, 
Virginia® 



THE HILL SCHOOL ALUMNI FUND 

May 5, 1943. 

Dear Rex: 

Many thanks for your letter of April 19th 
about the article on Mr. Rolfe, and about Bunny 
Wilson1s article in the ATLANTIC MONTHLY. 1 en¬ 
tirely agree with you in your estimate of Bunny’s 
sketch and if we should keep his article in the 
permanent records of the School ± shall see to 
it that sections four and five are deleted. 

i am grateful to you for your kind words 
about my own effort. 

i wish you could be here on Alumni Day 
when we shall have a memorial service expressly 
for Mr. Rolfe. 

With kindest regards and best wishes, i am, 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Isaac Thomas 

Capt. William R. Wheeler, T.C., 
Headquarters, 

Hampton Roads Fort of Embarkation, 
gjfewport News, va. 

T:S 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

HAMPTON ROADS PORT OF EMBARKATION 

Newport News, Virginia 

In Reply 

Refer To: 

May 22, 1943 

Doctor Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Doctor Speer: 

Herewith a paragraph from a letter dated 
March 20th from Russell Bowie, which can go into 
the Edmund Wilson file* xou doubtless saw Doctor 
Bowie’s letter, signed by two other Hill graduates, 
and the other letters which appeared in the May 
number of the Atlantic Monthly* 

Affectionately yours, 

WILLL4M R. WHEELER, 
Captain, T. C« 
Port Historian 

WRW/fs 
1 Enel. 

KDEFENSE 
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COPY 

"Thank you so much for your letter of 
May 17th and for sending me the copy of your 
letter to Edmund 7/ilson and of the letter from 
Edward Weeks to you. I am ever so glad you 
wrote as you did. The wanton slurs in Wilson's 
article were inexcusable." 



NANTUCKET ISLAND 
MASSACHUSETTS 

W k e e le ^ 

i 

Saturday, July 17, 1943 

Rex and I took our beloved Sandy to the boat at 6|10 A.M* Sandy 

looked inexpressibly sad over leaving this island. It was such a perfect 

day that it was all the harder. I think he was tired and * stale* and he 

said several times: "I could use a month here®. But, as always, he went 

off bravely and so quietly, but it took more "dogged determination* this 

time. 

He looked so quiet, self—controlled and handsome in his uniform as 

he stood on the top deck and waved and threw me a kiss. Rex was steady and 

very efficiently helped Sandy with his things. 

He felt badly not to have the word about his promotion, but I told 

him to be patient and have faith, lie finished all the titles of his album 

and left hia diary. 

Now he belongs to the war and to God, first and last and through all 

that may come. 



]/\fheele'r/ W. Rex, 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

HAMPTON ROADS PORT OF EMBARKATION 

Newport News, Virginia 

In Reply 
Refer Tos August 6, 1943 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

\ 

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Speer 

This is just a note to ask if Billy is still stationed at Little 
Creek and to inquire concerning his address there. Little Creek is not 
far across the Bay from Old Point Comfort and a ferry runs between the two 
ports. I hope I can have the pleasure of having Billy come over for a 
meal at the Officers Mess here and that I can see him if he is still sta¬ 
tioned in this area. Our Headquarters are in the Federal Post Office 
Building, Newport News. The telephone is Newport News 7-1281; my exten¬ 
sion is 103• 

Sandy left Nantucket July 17 and we have just had word that he has 
arrived safely on the other side. I am enclosing an extract from a letter 
Connie wrote after his departure. 

I had the happy privilege of spending my birthday, July 10, at 
Nantucket. I was on temporary duty assignment in New York for four days 
and was given permission to go up to Nantucket, where Sandy was before he 
went across. We had a very happy day on my birthday on the beautiful island. 
Rex was there, too. Our younger son, Pete, is working on a farm in Rhode 
Island, but otherwise our whole family were there and we did enjoy being to¬ 
gether. 

I wish I could tell you more of what is happening here. It is 
certainly interesting, but I can not write about it. 

With love and best wishes, I am, 

Affectionately yours, 

Enel 
WILLIAM R. WHEELER 
Captain, T.C. 
Port Historian. 

WRW/mbb 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
HAMPTON ROADS PORT OF EMBARKATION 

Newport News, Virginia 

In Reply 

refer TO: 11 December 1943 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

When September 10 came around I had the impulse to send a 
birthday message or a birthday telegram. The routine of the Army 
prevented the former and the present wartime regulations ma.de 
impossible the latter. I did send mentally, however, a message of 
love and remembrance and I want now to write to forward to you and 
Mrs. Speer this statement of my thought and love. 

I wish very much I could have been in New York when the 
G-ripsholm came in. I wrote to Margaret, addressing it to the steamer, 
and I can imagine the joy with which you welcomed her back into the 
family circle again. She has been a true soldier and you certainly 
have the right to be proud of her. Please give her my love and 
greetings. 

We were made happy by three letters received from Sandy 
recently. I thought you might be interested in them and I am 
inclosing some extracts herewith. I was interested to see that 
his hunting experiences in the hills of Pennsylvania were bearing 
fruit on the Mess tables of the BCAP in England. Sandy was a pole 
vaulter at the Hill and has always been interested in acrobatics. 
He thought once of joining the paratroopers. His athletics have 
been a real help to him in aerobatics and I can see that he had some 
real admiration and perhaps some envy for his Belgian room mate 
who had performed on the 11 flying trapeze". 

I wish you could wedge in a speaking engagement down in 
this section of the country and we could have the pleasure of seeing 
you here. 

If Billy should come back into port in this area, I hope 
you will surely let us know. 

I hope to have a week's leave some time within the next 
month and will look forward to being home then. Connie enjoyed 
a brief conversation with Mrs. Speer recently. We have kept our 



11 Dec 43 

apartment in New York as a “base and home for the hoys. 

With Christmas love to you and Mrs. Speer and to a.ll your 
family, I am 

Affectionately yours, 

3 Incls. 



V - JiAIL Received at H. R. P. is. 19 Nov, 1942 

illot Officer A.U. .heeler J-3E420 
C«. >< ., itt&chfid to 

B. A. £*., England 
Nov. 3, 1943 

Capt# • H. heeler 
P. 0* Building, Room 2P4, 
Newport News, Virginia, U. . . 

This is just g short note which follows the other one. I 
had just mailed it when 5 letters came together, 2 of yours. Here 
is how your test came out to see how long the V-i*iail and ir ^iall 
letters take. Your first V-Piail took 13 days as compared with 38 
days for the first Air ^ail. The last V-ilail took 14 days and the 
last Air ail took £0 days. The ?~i ail is definitely faster and 
appears to be more reliable, but sometimes it is hard to read. 

I have just written Hex a letter at *-iddlebury. I received 
a letter from Tony Squire who by now is probably in the ->outh Pacific 
in a fighter squadron. For a while ha was stationed in Panama, lie 
visited Nantucket on his last leave, the sawe es I did. 

This station is out in the ^sticks” bo to speak, so quite 
a number of time© I have borrowed a 12 gau e shotgun and hunted like 
in th old ndeavor days. 1 have shot rabbits, coots, pigeons, 
pheasants, and quail and we eat ther at the Mess. Lots of love, 

oandy 



*,-ar unci <avy DapartBionts 

V - Mail 

(roooiveci H*tV'r. . 17 November 42 
Newport Naws, Va#) 

^0: Oapte • • heeler 
Hsrapton &9&da ^ort of ftmt• on* 
uewpori Not a* tfirgi&iiv* 

Hot Officer /.• . heeler, J-354S3-«4i«>•'-.• F#» au -ec&et to 

£U • :«, Eagland* 

Oct* 26, 1942 

I guess by now you have received my l»®t letter 
teilitt? about ray visit with ;<5re. . tephou la Cornwall. 

ince than we have bean dolus- the usual flyln and *ili 
b* finished fairly soon, .s you can 3®e by this letter, 
1 received ray eaajlaalon about a week ayo. it HRS *?*" 
dated the 4th of July, (3 souths backpay.) i guesc the 
other reoo ©ndation was lost. I wont to London 'r/'- 
couule of days to <j«* «ST uniforrs. rtrbapa 
papers that scattered bombs have been dropped over London 
!• taly. I u-*.e in bed during one or those raidt no. woe 
awakened by tbs aIrene. It was great sport listening to 
the uns and Cardan planes flyiar overhead. 

I received a nice letter from Caroline . 
unt u-'shty nub will write them tonight. If anybody writes 

and oaks’Jol what they can send no, tell them that rerlcan 
Cigarettes, (Camela) are the most important thin; . ibey 
are almost 1,-pOB^ible to get* 

Lots of love. 

andy 



R.C.A.F., Attached to R.A.F., England 

September 18, 1943 

"We are flying at last end itfs great. We are not on an active 
squadron yet so don't worry too much, hut learning a lot. We fly over 
Wales quite a hit. The Spitfire is a dream to fly, 

I wish 1 could tell you more about what I'm doing. I can say that 
it will probably be a couple more months before any real excitement 
happens." 

Pilot Officer A. B. Wheeler 
R.C.A.F., Attached to R.A.F., England 

1 November 1943 

"Bear Rex, 

I picked up colored post cards of all the places in Southern 
Cornwall and altogether have quite a collection. I painted a part of 
Land's End as seen from near Sennen's Cove. It isn't good but I had 
fun anyway. 

I haven't had a. chance to look up Humphrey Sumner yet but hope 
to on my next leave which will be at the end of this course, about 4 weeks 
from now. Also hope to climb "Ben Nevis", highest mountain in Scotland. 

It must have been fun talking to all the nobility. I think we are 
both very much the same when it comes to mixing with other nationalities. 
Here are some vho are on this course here; English, American, Canadian, 
Belgian, Polish, Butch, Norwegian, Chechoslovakian, Australian, New Zealand, 
French, and South African. One of my best friends is a Belgian Sgt. pilot. 
I roomed with him before I got my commission. He was in the circus before 
the war and toured all over Europe and South Africa. He performed on the 
flying trapeze. Later he joined the Army, then the para-troops 
and made 4 jumps, one from a balloon at night from 500 feet. Now he is 
in the Air Force. I'll try ad pick up those books. So long far now. 

Love, 

Sandy n 



Rite-* $1# 

Dear Dr# Speer: November 21, 19^1 

Uiese are -the addresses: 

Miss Connell 
care of Mrs# Jarvis T# Com ana (Comanc) 
Sunset Cottage 
Lake Junaluska, N# C# 

Mrs# Bidwell 
103 Douglas Place 
Mount Vernon, N# Y# 

Miss Connell was at the offices before she went South# 

She was not feeling very well but was in her usual good spirits# 

J$r sister and her family visited in Philadelphia 

the weekend of October 12# They attended the Woodland Presbyterian 

Chur oh and heard the announcement that they were to have a distinguished 

visitor - Dr# Speer# 

At the Thanksgiving service Wednesday I heard that Mrs# 

Arthur Brown was critically ill# Also Miss Kittredge had had an 

operation at the Medical Center and was getting on well# 

I enjoyed writing out the paper on the Scotch-Irish 

and approve of their choice# 

Hoping that you had a fine Thanksgiving and that you 

and your family are well - 

Sinoerely yours. 



V\/ !r\ rbe. t Alice, M. 





DR. AND MRS. WM. JAY SCHIEFFEUN 

MR. JAMES M. SPEERS 

REV. A. EDWIN KEIOW1N. D. D. 

REV. RALPH W. SOCKMAN. D. D. 

MRS. JOHN FEROUSON 

REV. ALBERT CLARKE WYCKOFF, D. D. 

DR. JOHN FINLAY WILLIAMSON 

REV. ANTHONY H. EVANS. D. D. 

REV. MALCOLM JAMES MacLEOD. D.D. 

REV. HOMER H. WALLACE. D. D. 

Dear Friend Speer, 
Jan uai j 1 o , 1 U1 "i 

I am thinxin^ seriously of testing ouc 
two or more City-vide Confererices , in two groups, one 
for Pastors, and the othei for Lay Folx, including Men, 
Women ana xoiBg People. My uiiougi.it _ls og nave cnen run 
from b l ] _day, wit s fi z to 6 

oj 9.50 acii . . 
CAN THE CHURCH EE ENABLED Tu mEE-l THE auiiED Ga.iSic ui? 
THIS DECADE? 

INTERCHURCH SETTLEMENT HOUSE 

and TRAINING SCHOOL 

Board of Directors 

MR. JAMES McCULLAOH 

DR. AND MRS. OEORQE H. TRULL 

REV. H. F. LAFLAMME 

MR. IRWIN W. McLEAN 

DR. V. D, MELCONIAN 

MISS LILLIAN M. ROBERTSON 

DR. AND MRS. J. CAMPBELL WHITE 

My thought \ ould be Confer*.! 
e rices, in two of the largest Chur ones of the city, as 
near to each other as possible, and to use all the speakers 
at both Conferences, with such adapt ion of their mes¬ 
sages as might seem desirable, after three uays of Plat¬ 
form Presentation of the Answer to the Theme-Question, 1 
would break each separate idi ce up int< — 
er Groups as the Church would accomodate, to let as many 
as possible have a chance to express their own convic¬ 
tions on the essential answers. Out of all these reports, 
I would get a brief consolidated Report of Findings for 
submission to- the total united Groups. 

1 would expect to get the expenses underwritten co 
cover any deficit that might remain after taking offer¬ 
ing! a t the Evening Sessions. 

I have written to St Louis to find out whether they 
would welcome one of these Conferences in March, any weex beginning >n 

Monday. Before waiting for their answer, I am e^tfer to xnow if you arc 
free to spend at least a day or two, preferaby ag the Beginning oi the 
week, at some of these Conferences? I would not expect you to do this 
as a free gift of your time and strength, but believe you should have 
reasonable compensation, even if it is not all that the service would 
justly be worth. The Ground that I would lime to see coverea in these 
meetings would include the points in the attached page, which I \ igotc 
a year ago. OBEDIENCE TO GoD would be the central emphasis. I believe 
the history of the Church can begin to be changed by this process, out 
of it may well come the COLLEGE FOR PASTORS that I believe is essential, 
but perhaps it would come a bit later. f:o Bank President is deeply 
interested, ana I believe may go a long way cowc.ru FOUNDING such , 
College. 

Would you be good enough to mention the three or four men that 
you believe could speak to this general theme with greatest power? 
I most deep® appreciate your interest in what has become to me a real 
ourden. My hope grows that it will be none. Let us Keep the question in 

our prayers till it is decided. 

Very aif e c t lona tel yours. 



ly#C./»ev- £c/vJard /) 

San Francisco Theological Seminary 

SAN ANSELMO, CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 

NEW TESTAMENT INTERPRETATION 

Rev. Edward Arthur Wicher. D. O. 
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Harry J. Wieler, M. D. 

THE HOTCHKISS SCHOOL 

LAKEVILLE, CONNECTICUT 

May 20, 1941 

Doctor Robert E. Speer, 
’’Rock Ledge,” 
Lakeville, Conn., 

Dear Doctor Speer: 

It has been a great pleas¬ 
ure to be of some service to your daughter, 
your granddaughter, and yourself. I would 
not think of making a charge for any of these 
services and I hope you will feel free to call 
on us for whatever assistance we can lend in 
the future. 

Cordially yours, 

>1 w 



W' <j, 

" Ministers: 

Robert Freeman, D.O., Uitt.D. 

James Leishman, D.D. 

Pasabena Jtosbgf Brian (EJjurrf? 

^sgabena, (ttaltfomia 

January 19 
19 4 0 

Gu “vv 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Speer, 

We are turning to you as one who might be helpful in 
the present need of the Pasadena Presbyterian Church. 

After twenty-nine years of distinguished service Dr. 
Robert Freeman, our Pastor, because of ill health, has found 
it necessary to give up his work. During Dr. Freeman's 
pastorate our church has grown in service and responsibility 
to the community and the Presbyterian Church as a whole. It 
is our desire to continue this constructive program, and to 
that end we wish to exercise every care and use every resource 
to secure the man best qualified to carry on this work. 

We are writing to ask you to give us the benefit of your 
observation of the ministers with whom you have had contact, 
’who might be suitable for this position. 

We have prepared no list of requirements for the man. 
we are seeking, other than a few general qualifications, which 
we believe to be of fundamental importance for the needs of 
our church. 

The committee feels that Dr. Freeman's successor should, 
be an outstanding preacher of spiritual power. His theological 
views should be relatively liberal. . He.should oe alert.to 
issues of the day though not an extremist in either direction. 
He should have an attractive personality with the physical 
strength and with the energy and experience necessary to enable 
him to serve effectively as the active head of a church ot 3/UU 
members and a Sunday school of 2100. 

Our plant consists of a main auditorium seating 1600; a 
separate chapel building with offices, dining hall, classrooms, 
and an auditorium seating 400; a four story kirk house with 
recreation, assembly and classrooms for Sunday school and clubs.. 
The church also owns a dormitory at the beach and a^ mountain cabin 
for year round use of church organizations. We have our own 
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.radio broadcasting equipment with time on the air Sunday morning 
and evening and Wednesday evening. At present we hold regular 
services Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings, and union 
services with other churches Sunday evenings. 

Our church has no debt. The financial budget for 1939 
was approximately $98,000, of which about thirty-five per cent 
was used for benevolences. We have a paid staff of eighteen 
persons, including two Assistant Ministers in addition to the 
Pastor. One of the Assistant Ministers, Dr. W. Bradford Bayliss, 
is a young man of thirty-three and came as Director of Religious 
Education and Minister of Youth in August 1939* The other 
Assistant Minister, Dr. James Leishman, is greatly beloved by 
the membership of the church and has carried much of the burden 
during Dr. Freeman's enforced periods of absence of the past few 
years, primarily looking after the pastoral work. He v/as 
brought to the church by Dr. Freeman about nineteen years ago and 
is now past retirement age. The position of Organist and Choir 
Director was vacated just prior to Dr. Freeman's recent illness 
and is now temporarily filled awaiting the selection of a new 
minister. 

The City of Pasadena is located about twelve miles from 
Los Angeles. It is a residential community with very few 
factories, and a population of about 90,000 people. Many 
guests from other parts of the country spend their winters here. 
It is an educational center,with California Institute of 
Technology, Whittier College, Occidental College, Pomona College, 
Scripps College, University of California at Los Angeles, 
University of Southern California, and Pasadena Junior College 
of 7,000 students, all within a radius of thirty miles. The 
cultural life of this city, musical, artistic, and dramatic, 
is well developed, and many institutions related to it are 
located nearby, such as the Huntington Library and the Mount 
Wilson Observatory. It is well churched and has several 
churches with a membership of a thousand or more. 

We should be grateful to you for your frank suggestions 
of men whom you believe might creditably fill the vacancy in 
our church. 

With appreciation for your help, 

Cordially yours, 

R• J• vW±g5 

Committee on 
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pasabena, Galtfornia 

M I NIBTER8: 

rt Freeman. D.O.. Litt.D. 

James Leishman. D.D. 

February 3 
19 4 0 

Dr. Robert E. Speer* 
Rockledge» 
Lakeville* Connecticut 

My dear Dr. Speer, 

Your letter of January 26 in which you mention 
for out consideration the names of the Rev. W. Sherman 
Skinner and the Rev. Albert 0. Butser, has been received. 

In the enclosed questionaire we have endeavored 
to list the information w® are desirous of obtaining 
concerning the men who are suggested to us* and would 
b® indeed grateful to you if you could take the time and 
trouble to answer what you can of the questions. We 
realize it is asking a good deal, but in the task that is 
facing this committee we feel it is essential at the 
outset to find out as many facts as possible in order to 
arrive at some basic conclusions before proceeding 
further# Any information you may feel like passing 
on to us will, of course, be held in confidence. 

We shall appreciate any help you can offer# 

Yours most sincerely, 

I_ 
Committee on Pastor 



I. Preaching ability* 

2« Are his theological views relatively liberal? 

3. Executive ability. Hoy/ large a staff has he dealt with? 

4. How successful is he in pastoral work and personal relationship 
with hie parishioners? 

5. Hov/ has he worked with young people? 

6. What constructive, creative, and progressive work has he done 
in his church? 

7. His community activities. 

that are his social, political, and economic ideas? Has he 
written any articles, or books which would, be 
obtainable? 

9. Is he alert to the issues of the day? 

10. How long has he been in present and preceding positions? 

II. The history of the churches he has served. 

12. The program of his present church. 

13. The size of the congregation and the Sunday school. 

14. Age. 

15. Health and physical strength. 

1 f. nig family life and background. What part has his wife h,d 
in his success and is she active in the church? 

17. Education and training. 

18. Honorary degrees andffrom -here? 

19. Present salary, if possible. 

20. Send calendars of present church and any additional published 
literature about the church. 

21. What is his outstanding ability? 

2; . What arc his limitations? 
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The John Milton Society for the Blind 

A Statement to the Sponsors^ 

FROM its small beginning by Dr. Lewis B. Chamber- 

lain in 1923 the Society has grown to be a factor 

in work for the blind with a unique value recog¬ 

nized by other institutions and agencies concerned 

for the same group* The relations between us and 

these agencies is most cordial. 

As the only interdenominational religious peri¬ 

odicals for the blind, with the important added 

service of comments on the Uniform Sunday school 

lessons, our two magazines have a distinctive 

character which our sightless readers greatly 

appreciate. They constantly express their joy 

with that frank sincerity which seems to be one 

of their outstanding traits. 

There is at this time a notable increase in 

the volume of requests for the magazines. Esti¬ 

mates of the number of blind, and the number who 

can read Braille, vary greatly. But it seems 

apparent to competent authorities that there are 

Tast page 



over 200,000 blind persons in the United States. 

While it is reasonable to conjecture that some 

10,000 read our publications, it is obvious that 

we have a large field for the extension of help¬ 

fulness. Suoh books as we have been financially 

able to publish have met with much favor and edi¬ 

tions sold at less than cost are quickly exhausted. 

By oareful management and with comparatively 

low administrative costs, we have been able to 

maintain sufficient reserve to avoid discontinuing 

service to any of those who have been receiving 

it. On the whole, the response to our appeals, 

considering the general conditions, has been sat¬ 

isfactory, indicating no diminution in approval. 

But we cannot risk any relaxation in effort. We 

have no endowment, and a protective margin must 

be maintained. Notwithstanding the demands from 

other sources, we believe there are enough per¬ 

sons in this country who would be sympathetic 

with our work, if they knew about it, to maintain 

it and to expand it to a greatifying extent. 



The death of Dr. Lewis 3. Chamberlain was a 

great loss to us. It was through his efforts 

that committees of the International Counoil of 

Religious Education and the Home Missions Coun¬ 

cil of North America formed the John Milton So¬ 

ciety to meet a need the churches could not well 

supply separately. It was through his wisdom, 

devotion and years of constant labors that the 

work was firmly established. Upon Dr. Chamber¬ 

lain* s death Mr. Oliver R. Williamson, with a 

long experience as an editor and in church work 

and promotion, was asked to take direction until 

permanent plans could be formulated. Under his 

subsequent management we feel sure that the 

Society has lost no ground. 

HUGH R. MONRO, 

Chairman, Executive Committee. 



SPONSORS 

Albert W. Beaven, D.D. 

Samuel M. Cavert, D.D. * 

Stephen J. Corey, LL.D. 

William T. Ellis, LL.D. 

Right-Rev. James E. Freeman, D.D. 

Rufus ivf. Jones, S.T.D. 

Frederick H. Knubel, S.T.D. 

Robert A. Millikan, So.D. 

William Lyon Phelps, Litt.D. 

Daniel A. Poling, D.D, 

Mrs. Joseph H. Roblee 

Robert E. Speer, D.D. 

John Timothy Stone, S.T.D. 

George W. Truett, D.D. 

William Allen White, Ph.D. 

P. Whitwell Wilson 

Mary E. Woolley, LL.D 
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JOHN MILTON SOCIETY 
INCORPORATED 

WATKINS 9-5164 

156 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, 
Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

When I was called on to carry forward this work laid 
down by our lamented Dr. Lewis B. Chamberlain, I was much 
encouraged by the discovery that you were one of the Soci¬ 
ety's sponsors. I sincerely trust that we shall continue 
to deserve your approbation. 

The many powerful drives for money which now press on 
everybody make more difficult our effort to provide funds 
for our existing service to the blind and for reaching more 
of the thousands who would welcome it. As you know, we are 
without endowment. Our service must be measured by current 
support. We greatly need more funds, and we are particularly 
concerned to retain those contributors who have been our 
mainstay in the past. 

It is to give the greatest possible emphasis to this 
immediate need that the letter of which copy is inclosed 
has been prepared to be sent out over the names of all our 
sponsors. We trust you will have no objection to our 
using your signature. You will be giving us a helping 
hand at the right time, for which we shall be very grate¬ 
ful. 

FOR THE BLIND 
MAGAZINES 

JOHN MILTON —For Adults 
Lewis B. Chamberlain, Editor 

DISCOVERY—For Boys and Girls 
Margaret T. Applegarth, Editor 

September 17, 1942. 

OFFICERS 

•HELEN KELLER, L.H.D., LL.D., President 

R. M. HOPKINS, D.D., LL.D., Vice-Pres. 

HUGH R. MONRO, LL.D., Treasurer 

LEWIS B. CHAMBERLAIN, D.D. 
General Secretary 

Your acquiescence will be indicated by your signature 
on the inclosed sheet to be inserted in return envelope. 

W'ith much appreciation of the value of your sponsorship 
to the Society in the past, 

Sincerely yours, 

(ff/t 
Oliver R. Williamson, 

Acting General Secretary. 
ORW:B  

ALBERT W. BEAVEN, D.D. 
Samuel M. cavert, D.D. 
Stephen J. Corey, LL.D. 
william T. Ellis, LL.D. 

RT. Rev. James E. freeman, d.d. 
Rufus m. Jones, S.T.D. 
Frederick H. Knubel, s.t.d. 
Robert A. Millikan, sc.d. 

SPONSORS 

william Lyon Phelps. Litt.d. 
Daniel A. Poling, D.d. 

MRS. JOSEPH H. ROBLEE 
Robert e. Speer, d.d. 
James m. Speers 

John Timothy Stone, S.T D. 

George w. Truett, d.d. 
william allen White, ph.d 
p. Whitwell Wilson 

PRE6. MARY E. WOOLLEY, LL.D. 

From the 
International Council of Religious Education 

T. L. Holcomb, D.D. Henry H. Meyer, Th.d. 
Robert m. Hopkins, d.d. park Hays miller, d.d. 
A. R. Keppel, LL.D. william f. quillian, d.d. 
Forrest L. Knapp, ph.d. Roy g. Ross, d.d. 

LUTHER WESLEY SMITH, D.D. 

DIRECTORS 

General 

William wait Battles *Lydia Y. Hayes 
Philip M. Brett, LL.D. ‘Helen Keller, L.H.D. 

Lewis b. chamberlain, d.d. Edward d. Kohlstedt, D.D. 
MERLE E. FRAMPTON, PH.D. EDITH E. LOWRY 

Hugh r. Monro, LL.d. 

From the 
Home Missions Council of North America 

MARGARET T. APPLEGARTH E. M. HALLIDAY, D.D. 
G. Pitt Beers, d.d. Mrs. orrin r. Judd 
MRS. AUGUSTUS TROWBRIDGE MRS. OSCAR C. SCHMIDT 
MARK A. DAWBER, D.D. E. GRAHAM WILSON. D.D 

Frederick Zimmerman, d.d. 

•Blind 



DRAFT OF LETTER FROM SPONSORS TO PROSPECTIVE CONTRIBUTORS 

,OHN MILTON SOCIETY 
INCORPORATED 

WATKINS 9-5164 

56 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 

FOR THE BUND 

MAGAZINES 

JOHN MILTON —For Adults 
Lewis B. Chamberlain, Editor 

DISCOVERY—For Boys and Girls 
Margaret T. Applegarth, Editor 

OFFICERS 

♦HELEN KELLER, L.H.D., LL.D., President 

R. M. HOPKINS, D.D., LL.D., Vice-Pres. 

HUGH R. MONRO, LL.D., Treasurer 

LEWIS B. CHAMBERLAIN, D.D. 
General Secretary 

While you are patriotically responding to the many calls for war relief 
funds, bonds, etc., made neeessary by the world-wide conflict, may we urge 

you not to forget our blind people? 

They, too, feel the stress of the time, and are no more able than before 
to find their way happily through life without.sympathetic aid. They are 
cheerful and cooperative, and do not ask anything unreasonable. 

This is a clearly defined group. Some 200,000 Americans of all ages are 

permanently without sight and worthy of our help. 

Reading is their solace and delight. But books in Braille are costly, . 
and few of these books are of a religious character. About 1900 the Catholic 
Church saw that something must be done toward providing their sightless with 
religious instruction and spiritual guidance. But it was not until 1926 th,^ 
organized Protestantism in the United States saw that just as religious lit¬ 
erature, both inspirational and educational, including the Sunday school 
lessons, is made available for those who see, similar provision should be made 
for the blind. Hence in 1928 the 50 or more religious denominations consti 
tuting the International Council of Religious Education and the Home Missions 
Council, through a joint committee, brought into existence an organisation to 
function for all denominations, the conviction being that this would make for 

economy and efficiency* 

This agency, the John Milton Society for the Blind, sponsored by many of 
us during all its existence, has done and is doing an unselfish, prudently- 
managed and in every way commendable work for the blind with its wo ^rai 
magazines, for adults and for children, furnished without charge, and other 
publications made available at bare cost or less. The magazines contain, 
besides general matter, helps for the Uniform Sunday school lessons. 

The Society has no endowment and depends on current contributions. Its 
service can be broadened or must be diminished with the rise or fall in t e 
amount of these gifts. There is at this time a notable increase m tne 

number of requests from the blind for the magazines* 

We, as the Society's sponsors, hope you will find it possible to xt 
your assistance at this critical time, so that no blind person shall be de¬ 
prived of the help he has been receiving, and that others now appealing y 

be gratified. 

till you not give evidence by your check that you will stand by these 

people who have the sympathy 6f us all? 
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WALTER McCARROLL, D. D. , TRANSPORTATION AGENT 

ItO MORNSNGSSOE DRIVE. NEW YORK CSTY 

JOSEPH M. STEELE, TREASURER 

!S©4 ARCH STREET. PHILADELPHIA. PA. 

CABLE ADDRESS "COVBOARD, PHfiLADELPHBA'’ 

Wqz |3oarb of Jforetgn JflteStcmg 
OF THE SYNOD OF THE 

Eefonneb $reflft?terian Cfmrcf) in JSortf) America 
Pjifafoelpfjfa, la. July 20, 1943 

F8NDLEY M. WILSON, D. D., CORRESPOND8NG SECRETARY . 

24S© NORTH MARSHALL STREET 

Philadelphia, pa. 

From the Office of the Corresponding secretary. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Following my telephone conversation with you in Philadelphia, Sabbath, 
Tune 27th I made a notecf your address in Connecticut, but it has been 
Sslaid; so I ^ addressing this note to you in care of 156 Fifth Ave. 

On the basis of our conversation, I wrote a letterto Dr. Emory Ross 
of the Foreign Missions Conference, conveying to him your suggestion, 
as well as the one I had received from Dr. Mills J. Taylor. In my 
letter to Dr. Ross I said, first, that perhaps a statement could go 
on the cover of the next and subsequent issues of Christian £orld_ 

Facts"to this d'fect: 
"The views expressed by any writer are not necessarily 
those of anyone hut himself. The booklet is not intended 
as an expression of the sentiments and poiieias of the ^ 
Foreign Missions Conference, but to furnish information. 

T then told Dr. Ross of the telephone conversation I had with you; 
then said: "Dr. Speer suggests it might be well to follow the above 
with a reference to a statement of the Jerusalem Conference of the 

International Missionary Council, 1928. J^stanJTwh^are 
cate the foundation principles on which the ™ho D ST3eer 
members of the I.M.C. and the foreign Missions Conference. Dr Speer 
told me that practically all the Boards have adopted that statement 

on 'The Christian Message.1 
»»Tf* T naught Dr Sneer's thought correctly, it perhaps could begiven 
iJ“re SKh ?om fs the following: 'The essential principles of the 
gospel*6ofUour Loral Jesus Christ underlyin^he missionary enterprise, 
fre to be found in the report cf the Jerusalem Conference of the^ 
International Missionary Council, 1928, volume 1, pages 399 4 4. 

Would you he so hind, Dr. Speer, as to Si’e "e your Tiew^n^h.se two 
statements, and if you can offer any suggestions!or the**-i P 

ment of the first, I would appreciate it. And1 j s ! ml 
adeauately and properly represent your view and suggestion, l woux 
be very glad11 to^bave yon pSt it in a form that empresses your senti- 

ments. 

With deep personal regards, I am, 

Very sincerely yours, 



WALTER McCARROLL, D. D. , TRANSPORTATION AGENT 

1JO MORNINGSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK CITY 

JOSEPH M. STEELE, TREASURER 

1304 ARCH STREET. PHILADELPHIA. PA. 

CABLE ADDRESS "COVBOARD, PHILADELPHIA" 

®f)t poarb of Jforeign Jfflts&tons; 
OF THE SYNOD OF THE 

Eeformeb iPresbpterian Cburcb in J^ortb America 
ipbilabelpljia, $a. 

FINDLEY M. WILSON. D. D., CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

2410 NORTH MARSHALL STREET 

PHILADELPHIA. PA. 

From the Office of the Corresponding Secretary. 
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PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY 

DEPARTMENT OF FIELD WORK 

July 22, 1943 

Dr* Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

USy dear Dr* Speer: 

Today we concluded a very successful session of 
the Princeton Institute of Theology, and I wish to 
write at once to egress our deep appreciation of the 
distinctive contribution which you made to the Insti¬ 
tute. 

Altogether there were something like one hundred 
eighty in attendance and we know that the influence of 
the courses and addresses will extend through more than 
a hundred parishes in widely separated parts of the 
country. We thank you sincerely and hope that we may 
enjoy your fellowship again in the future. 

Very cordially yours, 

J. ( retary, 
The Princeton Institute of 

Theology 

JCWskh 



1/1/f/Soyij fyjirc*. B. 

NORTHnELD SEMINARY 
EAST NORTHFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL 

October 29, 1942 

Dear Mrs. Speer, 

I know how large the problems of 
transportation loom this fall, and can 
scarcely hope that you can plan to be with 
us at school next Sunday. But I did want 
you to know that 11A111 Stearns, as all of 
us who grew up in Andover called him, is 
going to speak at our eleven o'clock service 
aboilt some recollections of Elliott in his 
school days at Andover. 

It is my guess that Dr. Stearns knew 
Elliott less well than some of the men whom 
we have been fortunate enough to have, but 
that his contacts with him in preparatory 
school days will be particularly worthwhile 
for our special kind of audience. We will 
try to secure a copy of the speech for you. 

I hope that you and Dr. Speer have both 
kept well this fall. 

Mrs. Robert E. Speer 
"Rockledge" 
Lakeville, Connecticut 



THOMAS WILSON 

SEVENTEEN OAKWOOD PLACE 

ELIZABETH. NEW JERSEY 

12/11/47) \ 

Dsar Er Speer I 

Thi*- little note is written to 

express to yon rny deep appreciation of your j 

inspiring messages this week.From the sincerity 

ano richness of your heart and life you have 

given all who heard you a great uplift for the 

future. How I wish that thousands could have 

availed themselves of thi^ rare opporuntty. 

The enclosed little poem mentioned some day° ago 

is apropos;especiall^ the last line. 

You and Prof Peterson would have much in 

common.He is an unusual man;one of the sthongest 

and most faithful follower*- of Our Lord I have 

ever known.He ksoone of the be*-t informed men 

I have ever met;and one of the most modest. 

His little book,Ember*- of Old Russia ,1 

am leaving with yo*» tonight thinking that you 

find pleasure in glancing through some^Vis dear j 

little pictures of life.I wish there were others 

so that you could have one, but it is out of 



print. To know the true content of the book,one 

should know the author.He knows the Early Church 

history perhaps better than anyother having; been 

In Greece, Hojby L'nd etc as student and scholar. 

He 3s al°o the nom3al head of the whold Lutheran 

Church-whicb I am led to believe ha®- a large 

following in Russia- and through his faithful 

and unselfish service during the last war in Germa 

was honored even by the German® and later by 

the Pope at Rome. He is now devoting b4-s his 

energies-he is in hir seventies I imagine- to the 

development of y clang artists in N.Y. etc. 

A man whose character grows and grows the mo: 

one knows him. 

Tt has been my good fortune to travel exten 

sively-nothing in comparison to yourself-through 

Eurppe.Near East,No.and S. America so I followed 

your messages with keen interest and profit. 

I was born,almost in the shadow of the 

Cheviot Hills, so you can appreciate how I let. my 

mind vi^it with you again there and at Chester etc 

Locking forward to tomorrow’s message 

fanhf^lly 



JAMES WATERMAN WISE 

17 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 

July 2, 1943 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
"Rockledge" 
Lakevilie, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I am oompiling a book of letters written by men in the 
armed service of the United States to their families and 
friends at home. It will tell the day to day story of 
the war as it appears to those who are fighting it. It 
will record experiences from a rookie1s first day in Camp 
to the last epic words from Bataan and North Africa. It 
will present reactions to the routine, the gay, the tragic, 
the heroic aspeots of the war as our soldiers and sailors 
and flyers are feeling them. 

To get as broad and comprehensive a selection as possible 
for this book, which will be called "Very Truly Ours”, I am 
asking any one who has an interesting or unusual or exciting 
letter from a man in service to send me a copy for possible 
inclusion. Those parents, v/ives, children, sweethearts and 
friends whose letters are used will receive a copy of the 
book on publication, and half the royalties on all copies 
will go to the USO which serves the real "authors" of the 
book. 

I feel certain that your own activities and contacts are 
such that you have received letters either from friends or 
relatives which would greatly enrich "Very Truly Ours". I 
should be deeply grateful if you would send me one or two 

such letters. 

Very a^dially yours, 

P.S. The identity o? the writers of the letters useftk^Ln 
"Very Truly Ours" will not be made public although 
I shall, of course, make grateful acknowledgment to 
you for any material which may be included. 



Wise, ^ 

MURRAY HILL 2.1160 

Cmergency, Committee lor Zionist o4^ait3 
41 EAST 42nd STREET 

ROOM 1121 

NEW YORK CITY 

March £6, 194£ 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Federated Council of Churches 
New York* N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Speers 

On February 24th the 50-foot yacht S. S. Struma sank in Turkish waters 
drowning 768 Jewish refugees, among them many women and children, who had been 
driven from Europe by Nazi persecution. They were denied admittance to all 
other countries and in desperation chartered an unseaworthy ship to carry them 
to Palestine. Contrary to the Balfour Declaration and to all dictates of 
humanity, their appeals were rejected by the British officials. Denied admis¬ 
sion anywhere, they found rest only when their boat sank to the bottom of the 

sea. 

We strongly feel that whatever political considerations were involved, 
the claims of mercy and justice should have been paramount. In the words of 
the New York Times editorial of Friday March 13th, "no matter what policies 
fell by the wayside, not one of these lives should have been endangered . 

I am enclosing a memorandum setting forth the essential facts of this 

tragedy and earlier similar disasters. 

The tragic fate of these harassed and desperate people should move 
all men of good-will to seek to prevent such unnecessary and avertible loss of 
life and to make certain that similar injustices will not occur in the future. 

The enclosed cablegram is to be sent to the Archbishop of Canterbury 
over the names of the leading Christian Clergymen of this country. I should 
deeply appreciate a telegraphic reply (collect) from you as to whether you will 

sign this cablegram. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Stephen S. Wise 
Chairman 

P, S, Among those who have already given their signatures to the 

cablegram are; 

Dr. Henry Atkinson 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick 
Dr. John Haynes Holmes 
Prof. Ralph Harlow 
Dr. M, Ashby Jones 

Dr. Daniel A. Poling 
Bishop A. W. Moulton 
Bishop Charles Selecman 
Monsignor John A. Ryan 



Wood, /Va</ . 

646 Erie St* Camden. N.J 

May 29th,1940. 

Mr. Robert E.Speer, 
Lakeville, Conn* 
Dear Mr. Speer: 

I appreciate your giving your time to the reading of my book and I 

also appreciate your natural reactions thereto for they are typical of a person 

who hasjnot studied carefully psychic law, In no controversial or argumentative I 

spirit I want toreply to s ome of the points you make. Like all the rest of us you 

want "evidence that will convince you of the authenticity of communications from 

the spirit world." Such evidence will only come to those who venture forth in their I 
investigations 
eemmun4-e-a%iene-"in faith", believing that God is a rewarder of them that diligently I 

seek Him. (page 10 line 18 ff) Note also Violet Tweedale!s statement paragraph one 

same page. I have received abundant evidence of speaking with discarnate spirits. 
Regarding the messages f rom Phillips Brooks of which y ou speak I appreciate 

the force of y our remarks but I would re'fer you again to my book page 13, 1st Para- I 

graph. The fact that the message did not seem characteristic of his personality as 
the 

you knew him in/flesh may be accounted for on the basis suggested in my statement. 

You say that you do not believe Eosea would speak ungrammatical English or inanities! 

I went over my book a good many times before publication and Ido not recall any 

ungrammatical English or inanities, but the last may be a matter of opinion. Per- | 

haps a more natural objection might be "how does Hosea speak English at a 11?I" But 
that is easily explainable when one knows psychic law, too long to go into here* 

I have just finishedr eading what you may already have seenjthe publication of ( 
some of G.A.Johnston Ross * letters after his decease. In one of them he definitely I 
states that F.B.Meyer leaned to the opinion toward the end of his life that the 2hd 
Coming of Christ might be a gradual apprehension of Him by His Church as its mem- ! 
hers became qualified to see and recognize Him. Suppose by some miraculous enlight¬ 
enment His Church members were made clairvoyant how easy it would be for themto 
see Bim whether they were on bur side of the Earth ©r the other. So many of the j 
recent communications have spoken of a coming "Call", warning us to be ready for ItJ 
Perhaps It is nearer than we thinkl I wonder whether you know of the Quest ofthe 
White Knights in England. I will send you a copy of their booklet when I receive ar 
order from England* How muchtruth there is in all this psychic material I cannot j 
sapeyond my own experiences which are certainly authentic for me. I would direct 
you again to the concluding paragraphs of my book, page 27. i 

The letter on the back is one I sent as a followup to the original covering 
letter I sent with my book to all the Theol. Sems, inlthe country. I heard from only 
one, a R.C.priest in St. Eonaventure Monastery, N.Y., a very generous and charitable 
judgment, arguing with some of my statements, which after all can he but hypotheti¬ 
cal in the speculative field* Assuring you of my continued and everlasting affection 
which I have always entertained for you from our Northfield days of long ago, 
believe me 



646 Erie St. 
Camden, N.J. 

May 25, 1940 

In the humble home of a plumber’s family, devoted to the Saviour Jesus 
Christ, I sat last week, with them, in a room absolutely dark (a possible pro¬ 
tective measure during Christian persecutions). The son went into trance and 
so made possible the psychic manifestations of "direct voice" and "independent 
writing". The following message was written by spirit agency with a capped 
fountain pen on ruled paper in backhandwriting exactly following the lines on 
the paper. No human person could do that in the dark. We heard the writing 
and then the two sheets torn from the tablet and were told they would be 
dematerialized by the same power that Jesus Christ used when He dematerialized 
His body at the time of His resurrection, the sheets would then be removed from 
the locked room and placed downstairs, where I, after the meeting found them 
as I was the first to go down and I know they were not there when I, the last 
to come upstairs, went up to the upper room. There was no one else in the 
house. The pen lay on the floor without its cap when the light was turned on 
at the end of the meeting. This is the message: 

"Mr. Wood. My words are brief, yet they are charged with a power that is 
not my power. The words of the Master ring thro those conditions again and 
again where the earth children gather to learn of Him; and again and again the 
old warning goes on: seek first the things that are of God! Oh be certain that 
those things of the earth which are for you will come to you by divine grace. 
Seek first the Kingdom of God and all else shall be added unto you. And 
what is the greatest gift of all? The greatest gift of all is to have the 
spiritual sight v/hich shall enable you to look beyond the troubles of to-day 
and to see the sunshine of to-morrow, to be able to ignore the pains of the body 
because of the deep balm that is on the spirit within, to enable you to rise 
above the fears that attack you during material life, to know that with the 
Christ all is well; with Christ, and thro that demonstration of the Holy Spirit 
there shall be drawn to you, not the desires of the heart, not the desires of 
the mind, but the desires of the spirit that is within you. I bless you all as 
I take my leave. My love goes to each and all, whether they desire that love 
or not, and the Master's love so great, almighty, the Master's love is theirs, 
it has been over time unthinkable and will be forevermore. Peace be amongst 
you all; but hearken for the call which shall come to you. 

I will help thee catch, first the glory of His face by urging thee to look 
on Him Whose face is Light of all Existence." Written by Timevaluva, Hindu poet 
of the Third Century. In my judgment such phenomena should be developing within 
the Christian Church not in a denomination in competition with it. 

I hope you have been able to read my book "The 'HOW' of Divine Revelation" 
sent to you late in March for your institution's Library with the request that 
you give it a thoughtful and considerate reading, that I might have your frank 
and honest reaction to its message? I am still hoping! 

Faithfully yours, 



EDWARD C. WOOD. President 

W do d ^ N eJ 

HORATIO C. WOOD, Secretary-Treasurer 

% WOOD MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

6 4 6 ERIE STREET 

CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY June 27th,1940* 
Dear Mr# Speer: 

I think I promised you In a former letter to send you a copy of the 

enclosed when It wasrec’dffrom England# Here It Is# If you have no further use for 

It after reading I111 be? glad to have It returned# When you begin studying the 
psychic field you would be surprised to find how much of this kind of teaching is 
being disseminated and promulgated, as tho Hoses was right is teaching that we 
face the dawn of a Hew ^ay# The old moulds, forms and formulae of theological con- 
cepts are in the discard to makeway for the new# This is not onlyt rue of theolog¬ 
ical matters but of many other things tekoi 

Mr# Robert E#Speer, 
Dakeville, Ct# 

Cordially /ours. 
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CITY OF SEATTLE ON PUGET SOUND —LAKE WASHINGTON. MOUNT BAKER. MOUNT SHUKSAN. AND THE CASCADE RANGE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

: 0LYMP1CANS 1NC. . A NON-COMMERCIAL OROAN.ZATION OE PUBLIC SP.RITED INO.VIDUALS AND INST.TUT.ONS OEVOTEO TO THE DEVELOPMENT OE THE OLTMP.C PENINSULA AND PUOET SOUND. HEAOOUARTERS. BREMERTON. WASH,NCTON 

DR. ADELAIDE WOODARD. 416 SUMMIT M.. SEATTLE December 20 , 19^3 

I have just been going through old letters preparatory to moving, 
and it has brought so many pleasant memories I am prompted to write you. 

Back in June', 1914, I was called hurriedly to the New York conference, 
expecting bo be sent to China, but when I reached the Board was told to 
go to India, and also was tola that you, dear Dr. Speer, were ° 0 " 
Secretary. I took the will of the mission to be the will of -od and have 
always seen thankful that it was so ordered. During my stay in ^ 
I was invited, with many others, for an afternoon as your lovely home 
Inglewood where I met Mrs. Speerjzf and enjoyed the children. 

There was some delay on the trip to India but shortly after the new 
year I arrived in Fatehgarh. Very soon after my arrival came a lett 
in a blue envelope from the Board Rooms. This was a letter from . 
Speer ana it' was a .oy and comfort. These blue letters c°^inuesll the 
and continued to make my work ana life m India more pleasant, 
years I was in India the feeling that the Board was back of He and that 
Dr. Speer was the Secretary kept my head above water through many cif 

cult situations. 
In 1928 I was home on furlough. For 

made it possible for me to sail from New 
carrying many delegates to the Jerusalem 
Dr. and Mrs. Speer. It was a great pleasure to be so 
with them on the trip and to visit all those wonderful 

the return trip to India friends 
York on the Adriatic which was 
Conference . Among them were 

closely associated 
Mediteranean ports 

and later the 
anKle, it was 

Holy Land 
worth all 

, in Greece, where I slipped and sprained 
the pain I suffered to |e Mrs. Speer come 

d. dij 
rip 1 

cussing the many 
ack to India. 

my 
to my 
topics 



I came home in 1835, expecting to return to India, but my health did 
not permit it. However, I have kept fairly busy doing mission work here 
ana have enjoyed living in a cozy apartment. For the past few years it 
has come to me that it is not good for me to be alone so, when the oppor¬ 
tunity came to take up my residence in the Kenney Presbyterian Home here 
in Seattle I grasped it eagerly and am moving the first of the year. The 
Home is a very beautiful place; red brick Colonial, facing the Sound and 
the mountains and giving me a beautiful view from my room. There are 
delightful grounds and we can each have a Victory garden if we wish. 
I was there for an ante-Christmas dinner on the 18th. Seventy-five 
members sat down to dinner, their ages ranging from sixty-five to ninety- 
five. Do you not think I shall fit comfortably into that picture? 
1 nope to be both busy and hap-py there.. They say I deserve all this for 
the services 1 have rendered but I feel that anything I have ever done 
has been repaid and that whenever I have cast my bread upon the waters 
it has come back to me as fru.it cake. This, will be my home to the end 
and l am most grateful to G-od for all his goodness to me. 

It was such a joy to see Dr. Speer here in Seattle and T think I 
snail never forget his Sunday morning sermon, "Consider Jesus". It will 
be and regain one o,: my most precious memories. 

may y ou both have a very Happy Christmas and a r.lad New Year. 
host sincerely 

Adaress; Kenney home, 7100 47th SSeattle, (5) ‘/neb. 
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Ufoe Ulntoersft^ of Chicago 
Cbe Department of Education 

March 24, 1941 

Dr. Robert E. Speers 

Lakeville 
Connecticut 

My dear Dr. Speers: 

A few days ago at Atlanta, Georgia I met with a committee represent¬ 

ing the Presbyterian Church in the United States. Its purpose is 

to make a study of the seminaries and colleges related to its organ¬ 

ization. The committee has asked me to act as director of the 

study, and my purpose in writing you is to find out whether or not 

it would be possible to interest you in this study. 

The committee and I are in agreement in the view that a conspicuous 

part of this study should relate to the contribution that the church- 

related college can make to Christian living on the part of its 

students. Yte should like to secure you to assume responsibility 

for this phase of the study. It would require between two and 

three months of your time during next autumn. The committee would 

of course pay your expenses and an honorarium that is sa-tisfactor^ 

to you. 

The funds for the study are not all in hand at the moment, but the 

members have the degree of confidence in their being available that 

seems to justify preliminary steps being taken for the study. I 

hope you will be able to join us in what promises to be a distinctive 

venture. Dr. Sweets, the secretary of the committee,will write you 

in the near future. 

Sincerely yours 

GeorgevA.\ Worses 

w/k 

. THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO • FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY • 1941 
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' first presbytersan church 

Auburn, New York 

November 50, 1945 

A. PAUL WRIGHT 

MINISTER 

SHIRLEY HUFF 

DIRECTOR OF 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Board of Foreign Missions 
156 Fifth Ave. 
Hew York 10, ET.Y. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Just a note to assure you of the sincere gratitude 

of the men of Cayuga, Syracuse and Geneva Presbyteries 

who particiated in the Seminar vith you yesterday. I 

know from the enthusiastic comments which were made to 

me that your leadership in our thinking was of great 

worth. It 'ms helpful to all of us to have the high 

standards of the Christian ministry held before us again 

in the challenging way in which you did it. We do 

appreciate too that you added our Seminar to a strenuous 

schedule, and that your presence with us meant some sacrifice 

on your part. 

A. PAUL WRIGHT 

MINISTER 

SHIRLEY HUFF 

DIRECTOR OF 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Very sincerely yours 



CABLE ADDRESS "INCULCATE, NEW YORK TELEPHONE WATKINS 6-2000 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 
EASTERN AREA 

ROOM 321-325 

William N. Wysham 

Mess Margaret Shannon September 8, 1943 

Dr, Robert E# Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr# Speer; 

It is a joy to me to have the opportunity to write you on one of 
my first days at my new post in the eastern area# Naturally my 
return to 156, exactly twenty years after beginning my term of 
service as Acting Candidate Secretary, seems like a home coming, though 
it will never be the same place now that your active life has turned 
to somewhat other channels# I have rejoiced to hear of the wonderful 
work you are still able to do and trust now that I shall see you more 
frequently then when my headquarters were in San Francisco# I hope 
that Mrs# Speer is well and know that both of you are rejoicing at the 
prospect of seeing Margaret again when the Gripsholm returns from her 
second voyage# 

On my first day in the office I had an air mail letter from William 
Miller in Iran, telling of the marvelous liberty to preach the gospel 
which he is now enjoying# Such miraculous news tends to make me rest¬ 
less in the desire to be working side by side with him again, but there 
seems to be a task for me here at home now. 

William enclosed a letter for Dr# George Irving, written only a short 
time before his death# I never had the privilege of meeting Dr# Irving 
and I know that you will forward this letter to the proper person, be¬ 
cause of your close relationship with him# 

If I am not mistaken, you and I both have a birthday on the same day this 
week and I want to wish you many happy and healthful returns of the day# 

With regards to you and Mrs. Speer, 

WNW:MB 

Dictated 9/7/43 Secretary for the Eastern Area 



March 29, 1940 

YENCHING WOMEN* S COLLEGE ENDOWMENT FUND CAMPAIGN 

Conditional Pledges; 

Mr. McBrier, Mrs. Henry Pfeiffer, Mrs. Parlin ..• $ 47,000.00 

Pledges and Payments from Trustees and Members, Women's 

College Committee «•»»•»*..••»»•••••••••••*•*•*••»**••••• 5,455.00 

Pledges and Payments from Yenching friends .. 4>9_5-Z.*QQ 

;$ 57,412.00 

Amount needed .. $70,000*00 

Received in pledges and payments ...... 57,412.00 

Balance to be obtained $12,588.00 



March 29, 1940 

YENCHING WOMEN «S COLLEGE ENDOWMENT FUND[CAMPAIGN 

Mrs. H. C. Coleman, Morristown, Pennsylvania (unsolicited) .. 

Mr. Leroy C. Barret, West Hartford, Connecticut .......... •. 
Mrs. Olive E. Palmer, San Francisco (in memory of Mrs. Charles 

Holbrook, deceased) ..♦*•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mrs. Frederick R. Kellogg, Morristown, New Jersey o................ • 

Miss Alice Keep Clark, Evanston, Illinois ..*. 

Miss Eva M. McMillan, Manhattan, Kansas ... • • • *...* 
Miss Ruth Ely Williamson, Cleveland Heights, Ohio ... 
Miss Mo Marguerite McC-owen, Fort Morgan, Colorado o..... °.......... * 

Juliette M* Atherton Trust, Honooulu 
Miss Helen E# Mclvor, Franklin, Massachusetts ... 
Mrs. Alfred McLaughlin, San Francisco, California . 

Miss Frances B. Patterson, Chicago...... 

Mr. Chung K • Ai, Honolulu .... 

Dro Helen C* Putnam, Providence 

Merril 1-Palmer Staff, Detroit ...... 

Mrs. Truman S. Potter, Chicago ..... 
Mrs. William H. Moore, New York City ..... 

Mrs. H. E. Gates, Chicago ....... 
Mrs. M. H. Bluett, Blackrock, Ireland (One pound Sterling) ......... 

Miss A. B©rtha Miller, Round Pond, Maine 
Miss Miriam Dwight Walker, New Canaan, Connecticut »...••........... 

Dr. and Mrs. Henry W. Luce, Haverford, Pennsylvania ... .«........... 

Professor Maud A. Huttman, New York City .. 

Mrs. George W. Perkins, New York City • 

$ 50.00 Old 

5.00 Old 

100 <,00 New 
5.00 Old 

50.00 Old 

lOoOO New 

5.00 Old 

15.00 Old 

250.00 Old 

10.00 Old 

10.00 Old 

2.00 Old 

6.00 Old 

250.00 Old 

25.00 New 

50.00 Old 

1,000.00 Old 
3.00 New 

4.00 New 

5o00 New 

500.00 Old 

100.00 Old 

2.00 Old 

1,000.00 Old 

$3,457.00 

Pledge: 

Mrs. George W. Perkins, payable in three annual payments ......... 1,500.00 Old 

$4,957.00 



ybwcwim cousm h- • d 

Cc-gdltioml Pledgee a 

Mr* B* I'* MeBrier *#*«♦•*•**»*« 
tow* Swary H*eif fer *#♦»♦***♦**• 

?r|»i 9 t * C* •f%MP,Xl*fc. • * i * » » » • ♦ * « ♦ * 

; *xd :tg-y^terilg Seoeteea Toward flalsitce frccded 

Mr©* J» M* &V&XS& .***.... •*•# 

Mitffi Margaret i* Burton • «..».«*» 

Wise Helen B* Calmer .♦*•**«•** 
Writ* MeCree. C&rert *»♦*«*•* 
Mrs* Sex £* Clements *•*♦.*..** 
Mrs# Derr Blefandorf 

Mis* ilmzm* Urookr T&byan ♦ ««*•** 
Mrs« Johsx II* Pi&Xeyr • #•*■**♦•*** 
Fean Lucy d# Frariklin *.***.*♦.* 

Mr* B. A* Oerside .*..♦#***<*** 
Frofeficor Blisa 1* Kendrick «•*••#• 

Mrs-.* 1*. B. |T&(wr;i IJjBG •*>•*««**** 
Mr©. tericc T. Poore ********** 
Mrs* Timothy $♦ Pfeiffer • **•♦♦•* 
Mrs* C * C* Pr&tb *»»•*.*#*• + + 
Ml.## Josephine L* H&thbone **••*♦* 
Mr. Lb bII# P. Hounds ********** 
Mrs* Chaflii K# toys »»♦«**••«* 
Mr#* Robert B. Speer ♦ .**#•*••• 
|3r* William J. Thompson 

lie#ooo.oo 
20,000.00 

12,000.00 

to Collets Furr s 

25*00 
t £.00 
10.00 
25*00 
10.00 
50.00 
15.00 

1,000.00 
10*0© 

100.00 
50*00 
50*00 

2,650.00 
250.00 
25.00 
50.00 
60.00 
10.00 
60.00 

1^000.00 

February 1.5, l®40 

Mis© McAfee will ©end payment before end of academic year. 
Mrs. Cecil - telegram eayln* r-he will ©end payment - $15*00$ more later. 
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Paul Calvin Payne, general secretary 

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 

PARK HAYS MILLER, editor 

EARL F. ZEIGLER, associate editor 

DONALD LOMAS, assistant editor for 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S DIVISION PUBLICATIONS 

February 18, 1942 

910 Witherspoon Building 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

ELIZABETH S. WHITEHOUSE, assistant editor 
FOR CHILDREN’S DIVISION PUBLICATIONS 

BLANCHE HOKE, assistant for children’s division 
PUBLICATIONS 

HAZEL BROWNSON. assistant for young people’s 
division publications 

Dr, Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Away back in 1938 we corresponded with you about writing an 
issue of "Today" the little magazine for daily devotional use. Your 
reply indicated that you were congenial to the idea but that it was not 
your desire to compete with your brethren in sending sample pages for 
examination. The Committee on "Today" has secured permission to waive 
this rule in your case and a definite invitation for you to write the issue 
for April, 1943* is now being extended to you. We hope very much that 
you will be able to accept this assignment. Your manuscript should be 
in Philadelphia on or before November 1, 1942. The honorarium for an 
accepted manuscript for "Today" is $50.00. Kindly let me know on the 
enclosed postal card at your earliest convenience whether you can accept. 

We are enclosing mimeographed specifications which we send to 
prospective writers, and which you may wish to have in hand. In preparing the 
manuscript you will of course bear in mind any calendar events that have 
religious significance. 

God bless you in your work. 

Sincerely, 

Earl. F. ZBigler 

’7U&c:e 
(d 
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May 13, 1942 

Dear Galverley; 

In our Interview and in your earlier letters, you assured me 
that you do not desire me to discontinue my work as Editor and I 
wish to assure you again that I deeply appreciate all you have done 
slnoe you beoame Associate Editor. You have secured scholarly 
articles and reviews which would have been impossible for m® now 
that I am retired from a university center. As successor to Dr. 
Macdonald you have a great tradition and insplratloi which will 
prove moS^r valuable. 

Nevertheless, the theological atmosphere of New England and 
in recent years of Hartford Is not that of Princeton nor of the 
old missionary leadership under which I was brought up. It is 
rather important, therefore, that we understand each other fully 
when we speak of our magazine as a Christian quarterly review and 
of keeping it on an evangelical basis. 

I have been reading carefully two papers published in I.R.M., 
for October 1923, by Robert Speer and the Bishop of fJombay, both 
of them old friends of mine. Their subject was Missionary Coopera¬ 
tion in the Faoe of Doctrinal Differences and both writers made a 
strong plea (which I heartily endorse) to avoid all narrowness, 
theological bickering and bigotry. Yet they lay down a similar prin¬ 
ciple at the close of their argument. Dr. Speer wrote: "One thing 
only is essential, and that Is that we should hold a fundamentally 
unitary faith in and about our Lord Jesus Christ as He is set forth 
in the New Testament. There is room for the full freedom of the 
Spirit, and the New Testament Itself declares that 'the letter 
killeth', but the pftoture of Christ in the New Testament is not 
letter but life. St Paul knew no fundamental issue but the issue 
of Christ.M; and Dr. Palmer: "But the matter is far otherwise 
with regard to those whose teaohing involves a definite denial that 
our Lord is God. I do not see how oo-operation in propagating belief 
in Jesus Christ as the determining factor in life can possibly be 
carried on together by persons who affirm Him to be God, and others 
who deny that He is God." 

Now, this is the very question that faces us, I baiieve, in the 
future policy of our magazine. I did not feel at all at home in 
the ^irst Hartford Conference during the discussions. Nor did the 
proposal as first made for a Moslem World Fellowship «-"+rlnua me 
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Most ofi all, I became uneasy when we published the article by Dr. Rlggi 
and by X from Turkey on the real basis and aim of missions. I wrote 
to Dr. Riggs and In his reply he was frank enough to say: "I am In 
full agreement with you when you say that the suggested new methods 
•go square athwart* the usually accepted ‘practice of Protestant and 
Catholic Missions for the past century.* But I do not feel, as you 
seem to, that the fact that there is deep disagreement among sincere 
and devoted workers Is a reason for not coming together to study this 
manifest dlfferenctogether, and, as I hope, in a spirit of fellowship, 
with open mind." 

Regarding the topics proposed for the Moslem World Fellowship, 
which had their origin, I believe, In Hartford, Dr. Speer wps still 
more explloit. In a letter dated November 8th, he wrote: "I 6an*t 
come to the 'Moslem World Fellowship' on Nov. 31. My own opinions on 
the agenda are sufficiently expressed in the article which I wrote for 
the Moslem World. It Is enough to ask these men to Justify their 
position from the New Testament — if they can — which they oan't. 

"All this Is only part of that relaxing and relinquishing of New 
Testament Christianity which Is represented In the 'liberalism* and 
•humanism' of 'Rethinking Missions'. Can't these men see that this 
is not Christianity and that the theological thought of today Is 
discarding their ethical naturalism and relativism and returning to 
evangelical realism?" 

Now, if this method and these professed alme are thus character¬ 
ized by one whose devotion and breadth of sympathy none can doubt, 
what mue$ be the policy of our quarterly to remain true to the 
ewangelioal tradition? I think it is all summed up for us by your 
distinguished predecessor, who knew Islam and Christianity In their 
relationships better than either of us. It Is found In his article 
on the Essence of Christian Missions in the October 1932 Issue of The 
Moslem World. I wish you would read the entire article, bat I quote 
the last two paragraphs: "3o It is very plain that the religion of 
the West must go to the East as an essential part of Its civilization, 
and that can only be done through Christian Missions of the old- 
fashioned kind. Missions which carry and preach aa a divine fact 
the Incarnate Life of the Lord Christ. That this Is a.frankly 
supernatural doctrine makes no difficulty for the East; for It a 
religion must be supernatural; otherwise It Is nothing. 

"So we are forced baok, at all Issues, on the great Commission 
of Christ himself to his Apostles, and the analogies as to methods 
and attitude of the first generation of the Christian Church hold 
still for us. How did these earliest missionaries, the fathers of 
ue all, face their task and carry it out?" 

The great commission which Dr. Macdonald and all evangelicals 
consider fundamental Is rejected, as you know, on so-called critical 
grounds by the liberals, see Dr. Fahs' recent paper. The faot Is 
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that there is no external evidence against the last eeot’on of 
Matthew's Gospel whatever. 

Two cannot walk together except they he agreed. When they 
disagree, they come to the parting of the roads. The thirty 
volumes of The Moslem World would prdve, I think, to most un¬ 
prejudiced minds that ray editorial policy has not been narrow or 
bigoted, although it has been Christian. An excellent Illustra¬ 
tion of the kina of Christianity at the antipodes of the evangelical 
position, toward Tjae Moslera World, is that of Beirut University. 
Dr. Thayer Addison describes with oerfect touch the result of 
suoh liberalism on page 130 of his recent book. It is,not sur¬ 
prising that an institution with such ideals Is in strange and 
sad contrast to the University of St. Joseph et Beirut. This 
university, as you know, has made distinct and very Important 
contributions to the study of Islam and its relation to Christian¬ 
ity as a missionary faith. The American University has never 
uttered a note. I wish you would compare Dr. Addison's sketch 
of this institution with the review which we are to nublish in 
the July issue, of its seventy-five years' history, 1 am convinced 
that both In the selection of book reviewers and in that of 
contributors we need to be of one mind and heart and that then 
the editorial policy will be understood by those evangelical groups 
and individuals who have, from the outset and for thirty years, 
supported the magazine by faith, prayer and sacrifice. 

T do not write this letter on ay own initiative but after 
careful thought and consultation with those who for many years 
have helped to carry the burden and who are primarily interested 
in the evangelization of Moslems. I wish you would share this 
letter with President Barstow as it contains what I wished to say 
to him when I came to Hertford. 

With cordial regards and best wishes, 

Sinoerely yours, 

Dr. Edwin E. Calverley, 
143 Sigourney Street, 
Hertford, Conn. 
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March 17, 1943. 

Since you were with us last November, Mrs. Rees and I have re¬ 
called a number of times the delightful fellowship we had with you 
and Mrs. Zwemer. We covet the opportunity of having you with us again. 

My purpose in writing at the moment is to ask for a bit of con¬ 
fidential information concerning a brother whose name has been before 
our Pastors' Committee in connection with the proposed conference for 
this coming November. I refer to Dr. Robert Spefer. The question in. 
the minds of the brethren has to do solely with his physical fitness. 
Not any of the men have heard him in recent years. Is he taking con¬ 
ference engagements of this character? How well is he able to measure 
up to the magnificent work of the years gone by? If you can give me 
a frank appraisal of his present effectiveness for such a task as we 
would want him to carry here, I shall be veiy grateful. With the know¬ 
ledge you have of our situation, what would your judgment be with res¬ 
pect to inviting him? 

It is my hope that you will be able to have an answer in my hands 
not later than Saturday, April 3d. 

Thanking you for your kindness, and assuring you of my Christian 
love and esteem, I am, 

Most cordially yours, 

"Let us bestow thought on one another with a view to arousing one another to brotherly love and right 
conduct; not neglecting—as some habitually do—to meet together, but encouraging one another, and 
doing this all the more since you can see the day of Christ approaching.” Heb. 10:24, 25 (Wey.) 


